
 

 

Sauk River Chain of Lakes Association 
Board MINUTES 

October 18, 2022 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
At Flexible Pipe Tool Co. • 22606 186th Ave • Cold Spring 

Microsoft Teams Remote Option 
 
Call to Order – Brad Matuska 
 Present: Matt Noska, Brad Matuska, Aaron Schwartz, Karla Smetana, Troy Atkinson, Wayne Karg, Richard Gallea, 

Gary Schnobrich, Admin: Ann Warling, Gambling Manager: Keely Frakes-Rau 
 Teams Remote Option: Susan Antolak, Steve Weeres 
 Absent: Gene Krebs 
 
Review of past Minutes – Brad Matuska 

• September Board Minutes Approved via Email – Ann Warling 
 
Gambling Manager Report – Keely Frakes-Rau 

• Brad Matuska made a motion to pay Shady’s Long Shots $10,000 for the remaining back rent, $3,000 to Dan Schleper for tax 
preparation, $735 for federal taxes, and $343 for state taxes in November. – Seconded by Aaron Schwartz. Approved. 

• Aaron Schwartz made a motion to approve the monthly gambling report, proposed gambling expenses, and pre-approve 
October taxes. – Seconded by Karla Smetana. 

• Wayne Karg made a motion to pay the membership fee of $150 to Electronic Gaming Group for Keely Frakes-Rau. – 
Seconded by Troy Atkinson. Approved. 

• The Gambling Compliance Audit Report has been completed, and Allison Brandt, Gambling Control Board, indicated 
everything looks good and completion of reports is terrific. 

 
Financial Report – Troy Atkinson 

• The September financial report showed $151,716.06 in total assets including, $76,896.23 in cash assets. 
• Brad Matuska made a motion to transfer $20,000 from savings to checking. – Seconded by Richard Gallea. Approved. 
• Karla Smetana made a motion to approve the September Profit & Loss, Balance Sheet, and Check Detail. – Seconded by 

Matt Noska. Approved. 
• Troy Atkinson will continue monitoring the certificate of deposit rates and consider options for reinvestment after the 

January budget review. 
• The association continues to wait to hear from the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) regarding back taxes. 

 
Administration Report – Brad Matuska, Ann Warling 

• The first association magazine was published, mailed, emailed, posted on our website, and 600 copies were delivered to local 
businesses. 

• We currently have 495 members for 2022. 
   

Marketing/Public Relations Committee Report – Susan Antolak, Karla Smetana 
• The SRCLA will be a $500 sponsor for the Richmond Fire Relief Catfish Fest scheduled for February 10-11, 2023. 
• The SRCLA Online Apparel Store will be opened October 22nd through November 5th. Susan Antolak will contact Kurt 

Schackman, Promotional Resources, for the login information, which will be shared on our website, social media, and 
through a membership email blast. 

• Susan Antolak is working with Kurt Schackman, Promotional Resources, to design an association flag in both black and 
white in the sizes of 3’ X 5’ and 2’ X 4’. The design will be the SRCLA logo sized to fit the flag dimensions. The board is 
asked to approve via email, so the flag may be an option in the SRCLA Online Apparel Store. 

• Aaron Schwartz has obtained a quote for a social media project. He is working on coordinating an internship with St. John’s 
University through a fellowship grant ($6,000 for 20 hours/week of internship work). 

• Susan Antolak will explore the opportunity of securing a social marketing intern through St. Cloud State University. 
 

AIS Awareness and Prevention – Steve Weeres 
• I-LIDS are scheduled for removal and winterization the week of October 31st. 
• 2022 Stearns AIS Grant Final Report is completed and due November 1st. 
• Steve Weeres is working on the 2023 Stearns Grant Request for Proposal and is waiting on a 2023 I-LIDS operational quote 

from Eric Lindberg, Environmental Sentry Protection, LLC. 



 

 

• The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (MN DNR) requires a Certificate of Insurance with West Central Sanitation 
in order to be able to place a waste receptacle at the Hwy 22 Boat Launch for the 2023 lake season. Troy Atkinson offered to 
assist in navigating the insurance requirements. 

• The Lake Level Monitoring buoy is in place and will be monitoring lake levels until May. It will then be pulled to recharge 
and replaced for monitoring during the summer of 2023. 

o The new portal for data collection is posted on the SRCLA website. 
o Kersten Thellin is working on a way to integrate the data onto the SRCLA website by pulling the data and 

redisplaying just the desired information. 
o Ice depth will not be reported because it only reflects the one location on Horseshoe Lake and does not translate to 

other ice depths within the Chain of Lakes. 
 
Water Quality Committee Report – Aaron Schwartz, Gary Schnobrich 

• The Fall Road Cleanup event collected ten bags of garbage on Saturday, October 8th. 
 
Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Committee Report – Brad Matuska/Gene Krebs/Wayne Karg 

• Brad Matuska presented the results and maps for the hybrid water milfoil treatment and survey. 
o SRCLA will apply for a grant through the Stearns County Aquatic Invasive Species Committee. The project 

estimate is approximately $40,000 for treatment and $20,000 for post-survey activities. 
o The post-treatment Point Intercept survey has created a grid that will allow follow-up at same treatment sites to 

determine the effectiveness of the weed treatment. 
• The flowering rush control project will be revisited in the Spring of 2023. 
• Stearns Grant Application is being prepared for submission. 
• Stearns Grant Final Report is being completed. 
• Brad Matuska encouraged each board member to complete the Stearns AIS Survey. 

 
Fisheries Committee Report - Matt Noska, Gary Schnobrich 

• The Fall MN DNR electroshocking event was conducted on October 3rd and 5th. 
• The State of Minnesota is exploring a statewide walleye reduction of a four fish limit. 

 
Land Use Committee Report – Richard Gallea 

• Richard Gallea is working with Ann Warling and Kersten Thellin to present the Minnesota Lakes and Rivers’ Land Steward 
Program on the SRCLA website. This information will also be included in the SRCLA Spring magazine. 

• Stearns County Bee and Butterfly Habitat Program will be posted on the SRCLA website. 
• SRCLA will consistently monitor land use issues on the Chain of Lakes and attend county land use hearings where necessary. 

 
Adjourn 

• Troy Atkinson made a motion to adjourn the October 18th SRCLA Board Meeting. – Seconded by Aaron Schwartz. Approved. 
 
For the Good of the Association – Meeting Schedule  

• Tuesday, November 15th at 6:30 pm – at Flexible Pipe Tool Company, 22606 186th Ave • Cold Spring/ Microsoft Teams Remote Option	
• Tuesday, December 20th at 6:30 pm – at Flexible Pipe Tool Company, 22606 186th Ave • Cold Spring/ Microsoft Teams Remote Option 
• Tuesday, January 17th at 6:30 pm – at Flexible Pipe Tool Company, 22606 186th Ave • Cold Spring/Microsoft Teams Remote Option 	
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 


