
 

 

Sauk River Chain of Lakes Association 
Board MINUTES 

November 15, 2022 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
At Flexible Pipe Tool Co. • 22606 186th Ave • Cold Spring 

Microsoft Teams Remote Option 
 
Call to Order – Brad Matuska 
 Present: Brad Matuska, Aaron Schwartz, Gene Krebs, Karla Smetana, Troy Atkinson, Wayne Karg, Richard Gallea, 

Gary Schnobrich, Admin: Ann Warling,  
Teams Remote Option: Sue Antolak, Steve Weeres 
Absent: Gambling Manager: Keely Frakes-Rau, Matt Noska 

 
Review of past Minutes – Brad Matuska 

• October Board Minutes Approved via Email – Ann Warling 
 
Gambling Manager Report – Brad Matuska 

• Taxes filed and paid. 
• Shady’s Long Shots rent is paid up in full. 
• See attached – LG1004 Monthly Gambling Report to members. 
• Troy Atkinson made a motion to approve the monthly gambling report, proposed gambling expenses, and pre-approve 

November taxes. – Seconded by Aaron Schwartz.  Approved. 
 

Financial Report – Troy Atkinson 
• The October financial report showed $132,651.30 in total assets. 
• Richard Gallea made a motion to approve the October Profit & Loss, Balance Sheet, and Check Detail. – Seconded by Gene 

Krebs. Approved. 
• Continue to wait on communication and decision for the Internal Revenue Service regarding taxes and late 2020 filing. 
• Wayne Karg made a motion to cash out a matured Granite Bank Bond for $6,000 and place in a savings account at this time. 

– Seconded by Karla Smetana. Approved. 
• Aaron Schwartz made a motion to move forward with setting up credit card acceptance with monthly payment and yearly 

automatic renewal options. – Seconded by Wayne Karg. Approved. 
 
Administration Report – Brad Matuska 

• Due to old technology (WordPress), the SRCLA website is being recreated using newer technology/software (SquareSpace) 
that will allow the association to post and use the website with greater efficiency and effectiveness. The website using the 
new software will be tested in the background before going live (replacing the current website) in March. 

• Gene Krebs made a motion to pay Kersten Thellin, website coordinator, $150 a month stipend. – Seconded by Troy Atkinson. 
Approved. 

• Brad Matuska, Matt Noska, and Steve Weeres will meet with Stearns County Sheriff Captain Lentz the first or second week 
of December to: 

o Review the three proposed no wake zones as determined by a lakeshore owner survey in 2019 (Sandy Point – Great 
Northern into Krays; Great Northern into Zumwalde, and Horseshoe into Krons) and how to proceed.  

o Discuss water elevation that triggers emergency no wake zone implementation. 
o Explanation of I-LIDS violation enforcement. 

 
Marketing/Public Relations Committee Report – Karla Smetana, Susan Antolak, Aaron Schwartz 

• The SRCLA is a $500 sponsor of Richmond Fire Relief Catfish Fest on February 10-11, 2023. We are waiting to hear 
regarding how we may support and be involved during the event. 

• The SRCLA Fall Online Store had nine orders. Susan Antolak will look at the opportunity of providing a merchandise option 
and online store in the Spring. 

• Aaron Schwartz presented a social media proposal from Extend Marketing and a work grant fellowship with St. John’s 
University for an intern to generate content about the Sauk River Chain of Lakes. 

• Gary Schnobrich made a motion to enter a one-year contract starting January 1, 2023, with Extend Marketing to 
link our Facebook and Instagram accounts for $200 and $500 a month fee to manage the SRCLA social media 
presence. A baseline metrics will be recorded and reviewed at the end of the year. – Seconded by Wayne Karg. 
Approved. 



 

 

• Karla Smetana shared that Shady’s Santa Raffle supports the Rocori School system by raising funds to assist families’ in-
need, Action Packs, and social worker requests by raffling off donated Christmas gifts on December 3rd. 

• Gene Krebs made a motion to create a Christmas gift basket up to $250 to be donated to Shady’s Santa Raffle. – 
Seconded by Wayne Karg. Approved. 

• Aaron Schwartz ordered an Artic Cooler. Karla Smetana will secure vinyl SRCLA logos to be placed on the cooler 
and will fill it with SRCLA apparel and gifts items. 

• Wayne Karg shared that the MN DNR offers No Kid Left Inside Grant. Initial research has been completed and it is 
determined that this will be tabled until next year with further partnerships and insurance requirements to be explored and 
established. 
 

AIS Awareness and Prevention – Steve Weeres 
• I-LIDS were shut down on October 29th and the electronics will be removed the weekend of November 18-19th. 
• 2022 Stearns AIS Grant Final Report has been submitted for review with an overview of this year’s activities.  

o 2022 – 29,130 launches compared to 34,000 launches in 2021. 
o Increased the number of video reviews from 500 a month to 1,000 a month in 2022. 
o A total of three violations were reported. 

• 2023 Stearns Grant Request for Proposal was submitted by November 1st. 
• Lake Level Monitoring continues to collect data. 

 
Water Quality Committee Report – Gary Schnobrich, Aaron Schwartz 

• Annual water quality report is being compiled by the Sauk River Watershed District. 
 
Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Committee Report – Gene Krebs/Wayne Karg 

• The 2022 Final Plant Survey Report has been completed and is posted on the SRCLA website. 
o AIS Subcommittee: Gene Krebs, Brad Matuska, Wayne Karg, and Richard Gallea; will meet to review maps to 

determine the SRCLA weed management for 2023. 
o Chemical treatment opt-out notice will appear in the Cold Spring Record a minimum of 30 days prior to application 

(March 2023). 
• 2023 Stearns Grant Application has been submitted and further questions addressed. 
• 2022 Stearns Grant Final Report has been completed indicating the SRCLA weed management efforts. 
• The AIS Subcommittee will prepare a lake-by-lake grant proposal to obtain dollars from the DNR for mechanical weed 

harvesting of curlyleaf pondweed and chemical treatment of hybrid water milfoil. This is a random drawing grant awarding 
structure with requests due by December 12th. 

• Thank you to everyone who took the time to fill out the Stearns AIS Survey.  
 

Fisheries Committee Report - Matt Noska, Gary Schnobrich 
• No Report 

 
Land Use Committee Report – Richard Gallea 

• Approximate Chain of Lakes Shoreline 78.08 miles 
o Obtained using MN DNR Lake Finder feature: 

§ Becker - 5.92 miles 
§ Horseshoe - 13.42 miles 
§ Long Lake - 9.18 miles 
§ Cedar Island, et. Al. – 27.07 miles 
§ Zumwalde – 4.56 miles 
§ Great Northern – 6.03 miles 
§ Schneider – 1.99 miles 
§ Krays – 2.70 miles 
§ Knaus – 4.51 miles 
§ Bolfing/Park – 2.70 miles 

o This fun fact can be used in future magazines and various social media initiatives. 
o Another application: work with an intern to use satellite date to estimate the percentage of shoreline that is 

effectively native and use the information to nudge shoreline owners to increase the percentage. 
• Richmond Rebranding is using “85 miles of shore and so much more.” 

 
Adjourn 

• Wayne Karg made a motion to adjourn the November 15th SRCLA Board Meeting. – Seconded by Richard Gallea. Approved. 
 



 

 

For the Good of the Association – Meeting Schedule  
• Tuesday, December 20th at 6:30 pm – at Flexible Pipe Tool Company, 22606 186th Ave • Cold Spring/ Microsoft Teams Remote Option 
• Tuesday, January 17th at 6:30 pm – at Flexible Pipe Tool Company, 22606 186th Ave • Cold Spring/Microsoft Teams Remote Option 	
• Tuesday, February 21st at 6:30 pm – at Flexible Pipe Tool Company, 22606 186th Ave • Cold Spring/ Microsoft Teams Remote Option	

 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 


