
 

 

Sauk River Chain of Lakes Association 
Board MINUTES 

May 17th, 2022 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
At Flexible Pipe Tool Co. • 22606 186th Ave • Cold Spring 

Zoom Meeting Option 
 
Call to Order – John Rocky, President 
 Present: Aaron Schwartz, Gene Krebs, Karla Smetana, Troy Atkinson, Steeve Weeres, Admin: Ann Warling,  

Gambling Manager: Keely Frakes-Rau 
 Zoom: Brad Matuska, Matt Noska, Keely Frakes-Rau, Susan Antolak, Charlie Montreuil 
 
Review of past Minutes – John Rocky 

• April Board Minutes Approved via Email – Ann Warling 
 
Gambling Manager Report - Karla Smetana 

• See attached – LG1004 Monthly Gambling Report to members 
• The paper pull tab machine is on a rent-to-own contract. John Rocky made a motion to continue paying the monthly fee 

instead of a one-time balloon payment. – Seconded by Troy Atkinson. Approved. 
• Aaron Schwartz made a motion to write a $10,000 check to the Sauk River Chain of Lakes Association (SRCLA). – Seconded 

by Charlie Montreuil. Approved 
• Troy Atkinson made a motion to approve the monthly gambling report and proposed gambling expenses. – Seconded by Steve 

Weeres. Approved. 
• The Administrative Committee (John Rocky, Matt Noska, Brad Matuska) will meet to discuss how to proceed with replacing 

John Rocky on the gambling license. 
 

Financial Report – Charlie Montreuil 
• The May financial report showed $172,768.95. 
• Karla Smetana made a motion to approve the May Profit & Loss, Balance Sheet, and Check Detail. – Seconded by Aaron 

Schwartz. Approved. 
• Dan Schleper will be filing the SRCLA taxes in May. Charlie Montreuil will follow-up with Dan and schedule an audit in 

June or July depending on the type of audit to be completed. 
• Charlie Montreuil will explore how to reflect the dollars donated to specific areas such as weeds, stocking, and general fund. 
• John Rocky will send out a personal thank you to David Metz for his $1,000 donation. 

 
Administration Report – Matt Noska 

• John Rocky and Charlie Montreuil will be retiring from the SRCLA Board as of the June 11th Annual Meeting. 
• Currently, the SRCLA Board has three open seats and three board members up for re-election (Karla Smetana, Aaron 

Schwartz, and Matt Noska). 
• After the Annual Meeting, the SRCLA Board of Directors must meet within four days to elect new officers. 
• Brad Matuska made a motion to establish an Executive Director position on the SRCLA Board. – Seconded by Aaron 

Schwartz. After discussion, the motion was tabled to review bylaws and seek legal guidance. 
• Aaron Schwartz made a motion to partner with legal counsel to review the SRCLA Bylaws and Executive Director position 

not to exceed $2,500. -Seconded by Troy Atkinson. Approved. 
• An administrative subcommittee consisting of John Rocky, Matt Noska, Brad Matuska, and Troy Atkinson was formed to do 

further research and contact legal counsel. Matt Noska offered to reach out to an attorney group he works with. 
• Via Email: An administrative subcommittee consisting of John, Troy, Matt, and myself had the chance to consult with an 

attorney who reviewed our by-laws. As a result, the subcommittee is recommending an update to our bylaws. Essentially, we 
are proposing to update Article V (Indemnification) of the original bylaws (see attachment SRCL_BYLAWS_June2017) to 
the attached Proposed Amendments for the Bylaws. Simply, our current indemnification section is out of date. 

o Brad Matuska made a motion to accept the update to our bylaws. Essentially, we are proposing to update Article V 
(Indemnification) of the original bylaws (see attachment SRCL_BYLAWS_June2017) to the attached Proposed 
Amendments for the Bylaws. Simply, our current indemnification section is out of date. – Seconded by Matt Noska. 
Approved. 

 
Marketing/Public Relations Committee Report – Susan Antolak/Gene Krebs 

• Request Board Member sign up to work a table at the Rock the River Events (May 19th, June 16th, July 21st, & August 18th)  



 

 

• Two board members for each event are needed to work the SRCLA table. 
• SRCLA Online Store items from Promotional Resources are on hold. 
• 40th Anniversary Picnic/Spring Membership Meeting details are complete. Susan Antolak will let board members know when 

the board member t-shirts are available. 
• SRCLA Brochure for Board Review. 

• The SRCLA membership will be a separate sheet of paper from the brochure.  
• Request was made to have 150 copies of the brochure at the Annual Meeting 

• Karla Smetana offered to create a QR Code for the newsletter and brochure for individuals to scan at the Annual meeting and 
Rock the River Events so they can read later. 
 

I-LIDS Report – Steve Weeres 
• Aaron Schwartz made a motion to that the I-LIDS Committee be renamed to Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Awareness & 

Prevention Committee. – Seconded by Karla Smetana. Approved. 
• The Hwy 23 boat launch I-LIDS’ battery is not charging and further investigation is needed to troubleshoot the problem for a 

solution. 
• The Hwy 71 boat launch I-LIDS got wet and Eric Lindberg needs to dry out the unit. 
• Both the Hwy 22 and Long Lake boat launches I-LIDS are working. 

 
Water Quality Committee Report - Aaron Schwartz 

• Seventeen – 18 bags of garbage were picked up by 10 volunteers during the road cleanup event on May 7th. 
• Aaron Schwartz will explore the purchase of new safety vests and t-shirts with the SRCLA logo for volunteers. 
• Expansion of Monitoring Efforts to include Inlet Monitoring and Dissolved Oxygen Stratification (Bottom Sampling) 

Monitoring would start in March 2023. Additional monitoring equipment would need to be purchased at an approximate cost 
of $4,000. 

• During the 2022 season, we will continue with the established monitoring practices. 
• The Sauk River Watershed District challenged the board to examine “What questions we are trying to answer with our 

monitoring?” “Do we have a willingness to do something if a need is discovered?” This is really the beginning of a “Lake 
Management Plan”.  A subcommittee was formed (Brad Matuska, Aaron Schwartz, Gene Krebs) to confer with Dan 
McEwen, LimnoPro Aquatic Science Inc., on options to proceed. 

• Explore the Possibility of Adding Garbage Containers to Boat Landings 
• 2022 Sauk River Watershed District Monitoring Contract - finalized 

 
Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Committee Report – Brad Matuska/Gene Krebs 

• Per Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, the proposed 88 acres to be treated chemically has been reduced to 59 
acres. 

• Due to the high-water levels, chemical treatment has been postponed one week to the week of May 23rd. 
 
Fisheries Committee Report - Matt Noska 

• Electroshock Event Up River on May 4th. 
 
Land Use Committee Report – Troy Atkinson  

•  Rock Buoys were installed on 4/30/22; however due to the high-water levels they may need to be repositioned. 
• MN Lakes & Rivers Association was formed for property tax purposes but they now do legislative work and have a lobbying 

presence at the Minnesota Legislature. Troy Atkinson made a motion to become a member of the MN Lakes & Rivers 
Association for $300 a year. – Seconded by Charlie Montreuil. Approved. 

 
Adjourn 

• Charlie Montreuil made a motion to adjourn the May 17th, 2022 SRCLA Board Meeting. – Seconded by Karla Smetana. 
Approved.  

 
For the Good of the Association – Meeting Schedule 

• Tuesday, July 19th at 6:30 pm – at Flexible Pipe Tool Company, 22606 186th Ave • Cold Spring/Virtual (Zoom) Meeting Option 
• Tuesday, August 16th at 6:30 pm – at Flexible Pipe Tool Company, 22606 186th Ave • Cold Spring/Virtual (Zoom) Meeting Option 
• Tuesday, September 20th at 6:30 pm – at Flexible Pipe Tool Company, 22606 186th Ave • Cold Spring/Virtual (Zoom) Meeting Option 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 


