
 

 

Sauk River Chain of Lakes Association 
Board Minutes 

March 15th, 2022 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
Zoom Meeting 

 
Call to Order – John Rocky, President 
 

Board: Matt Noska, Sue Antolak, Brad Matuska, Aaron Schwartz, Karla Smetana, Troy Atkinson, Charlie Montreuil, Steve Weeres, 
     Admin: Ann Warling, Gambling Manager: Keely Frakes-Rau 
Absent: Dave Hinson 
Guest: Gene Krebs 
 

Review of past Minutes – John Rocky 
• February Board Minutes Approved via Email – Ann Warling 

 

Gambling Manager Report - Karla Smetana 
• See attached – LG1004 Monthly Gambling Report to members 
• Troy Atkinson made a motion to approve the monthly gambling report and proposed gambling expenses and make a $10,000 

donation in March. – Seconded by Charlie Montreuil. Approved.  
• Karla Smetana was instructed to update Microsoft Office Suite on the gambling computer and submit expense for 

reimbursement. 
• Karla Smetana presented a “Team” Idea volunteer structure for the 2022-2023 Shady’s Long Shots Gambling volunteers. 

o The idea is to have five trained teams of two volunteers that can rotate for each Meat Raffle and Bingo. 
o Karla Smetana volunteered to write a story explaining the “Team” Volunteer structure. 

 
Financial Report – Charlie Montreuil 

• The March financial report showed $140,760.25. 
• John Rocky made a motion to approve the March Profit & Loss, Balance Sheet, and Check Register with the transfer of 

$25,000 from the Profit and Loss Statement. – Seconded Brad Matuska. Approved. 
• Request to add milfoil grant and running check totals to the Sauk River Chain of Lakes Association (SRCLA) budget 

tracking. 
• Charlie Montreuil will meet Dan Schlepper in April to work on tax preparation and download information from QuickBooks. 
• Will request a proposal from Dan Schlepper to conduct a two-year audit of the SRCLA books in May-June 2022. 

 
Administration Report – John Rocky 

• Introduced Gene Krebs, who will finish out Matt Pelant’s term through June 20, 2023, on SRCLA Board and will work on 
the Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) and Marketing Committees. 

 
Marketing/Public Relations Committee Report – Susan Antolak 

• The Marketing Subcommittee consists of Susan Antolak, John Rocky, Karla Smetana, and Sarah Atkinson. 
• John Rocky made a motion to place a ½ page ad ($280) in Chain of Lakes Summer Guide. – Seconded by Brad Matuska. 

Approved. 
• Review for approval the Online Store items from Promotional Resources – Tabled until April Meeting 
• Review for approval Promotional Resources’ items for Special 40th Anniversary Give Away – Tabled until April Meeting 
• 40th Anniversary Picnic/Spring Membership Meeting (estimating 100-150 people): 

• Saturday, June 11th at Shady’s Long Shots 
• 9:30 am Registration; 10 am 45-minute Meeting; 11 am Picnic; 11am – 1pm Matthew Lease Band Plays 
• SRCLA Board Members will wear SRCLA shirts and name tags so members can ask questions and volunteer for 

committee work. 
• SRCLA Administrative Committee will prepare a voting ballot and name tags. 
• Charlie Montreuil will prepare financial committee report packet to handed out. 
• Aaron Schwartz made a motion to provide a $6,000 budget for the 40th Anniversary Membership Meeting. – 

Seconded by Troy Atkinson. Approved. 
• $1,500 Food (burgers/hot dogs, chips, pop or water, and cookie desert. Cash bar available.) 
• $1,500 Membership Gifts from Promotional Resources (floating key chain, slim can coolers) 
• $1,000 Raffle Gifts 
• $150 3X3 Logo Banner, 3X5 Banners 
• $300 Matthew Lease Band  



 

 

• $400 40th Anniversary T-Shirts 
• Karla Smetana made a motion to work with Promotional Resources to design the 40th Anniversary Logo. – Seconded by 

Susan Antolak. Approved. 
• Susan Antolak will provide a jpg file to Matt Noska for use in designing the SRCLA Membership Decals. 

• SRCLA Brochure for Board Review – Tabled until April Board Meeting. 
• John Rocky made a motion to sponsor Richmond’s River Lakes Days at the $750 level. – Seconded by Charlie Montreuil. 

Approved. 
• Steve Weeres made a motion to sponsor the Rock the River Concerts (4 concerts at Alexander Park in Cold Spring: May 19th, 

June 16th, July 21st, & August 18th from 5:30 – 8:30 pm) at the Silver Level. – Seconded by John Rocky. Approved. 
• SRCLA will revisit sponsorship of Cold Spring Hometown Pride Days and Community Showcase for 2023. 
• 2022 Marketing Budget Proposal – tabled until April Board Meeting. 

 
I-LIDS Report – Steve Weeres 

• Received $3,800 grant from the Stearns County Aquatic Invasive Species Committee. 
• Installation for the I-LIDS will be dependent on weather probably the last week of April and first week of May. 
• Develop SRCLA Landing AIS Compliance Retrofit site plan and obtain approval from the Minnesota Department of Natural 

Resources (MN DNR) Division of Park & Trails. Any changes to the boat landings will need to be approved by the 
following: 

o Long Lake, Hwy 22, and Hwy 71 Landings under the control of MN DNR. 
o Hwy 23 Landing under the control of the City of Cold Spring. 

• Name Change Discussion – Tabled until April Board Meeting. 
 
Water Quality Committee Report - Aaron Schwartz 

• Aaron Schwartz will contact Allison Lightfoot for a proposal for Expansion of Monitoring Efforts to include Inlet Monitoring 
and Dissolved Oxygen Stratification (Bottom Sampling) Monitoring. 

• Aaron Schwartz will provide an updated 2022 Sauk River Watershed District Monitoring Contract to determine the 2022 
Water Quality Committee budget. 

• Aaron Schwartz will explore the possibility of adding garbage containers (TKI, West Central, Waste Management) at the 
boat landings and at popular fishing bridges. 

• Steve Weeres will explore with MN DNR who places the porta poddies at the landings. 
 
Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Committee Report – Brad Matuska 

• Coalition of Lake Associations (COLA) received $50,000/Two-Year Grant to assess and treat Flowering Rush discovered up-
river near Melrose. 

o Brad Matuska has joined COLA and will coordinate the Flowering Rush Project. 
• All 2022 chemical and mechanical treatments permits have been applied for – once approved maps will be posted on the 

SRCLA website. 
• Opt Out Letter will be place in the Cold Spring Record Thursday, March 31st and Thursday, April 7th as well as posted on the 

SRCLA website. 
 
Fisheries Committee Report - Matt Noska 

• Joe Stewig, MN DNR, has zero interest in stocking Walleye. 
• Proposed 2024 reduction in the Crappie limit, similar to the Sunfish limit. 
• Matt Noska wants to join Joe Stewig for the electroshock event up river. 
• Matt Noska will request Joe Stewig will write a story for the SRCLA newsletter. 
• Matt Noska raised concerns that fishermen may not be following the Sunfish limits and lack of enforcement. 

 
Land Use Committee Report – Troy Atkinson  

• No Report. 
 
Old Business 

• Matt Noska is working with Shawn Kuechle, Fast Graphix, to design the 40th Anniversary/2022 Membership Decals. 
 
New Business 

• University of Minnesota Wave Research Report – Tabled until April Board Meeting. 
• Brad Matuska will provide information to Charlie Montreuil to mail $2,500 donation check to Minnesota Aquatic Invasive 

Species Research Center (MAISRC). 
• SRCLA Spring Newsletter  



 

 

• Deadlines: 
• Story Deadline: Monday, April 4th 
• To Printer: Week of April 17th 
• Mailed Out: Week of May 8th  
• Mailing List – include all 56320/56368 

• Stories: 
• Committee Report Stories written by Committee Chairs 
• Historical Background Story (Front Page) – John Rocky 
• Fundraising Report – Charlie Montreuil 
• 40th Anniversary Annual Meeting Announcement 
• DNR Fisheries – Joe Stewig 
• COLA Grant for Flowering Rush Grant – Brad Matuska 
• Bingo and Meat Raffle “Team” Volunteer Structure – Karla Smetana 

• Mailing List: Via Email: Brad Matuska made a motion to print 2,000 copies of the 2022 SRCLA Spring Newsletter 
which includes our current mailing list of approximately 1,400 and 600 extra newsletter copies for an approximate 
cost of ($2,000 X $2.25) $4,500. – Seconded by Aaron Schwartz. Approved. 

• Extra newsletter copies dropped off at additional sites including should be coded for tracking purposes. Add Kwik 
Trip to the drop off locations. 

• John Rocky will draft membership drive invite and thank you letters sent with SRCLA Membership Decals. 
• Ann Warling will update the SRCLA Board Member Contact List – email to members and post on SRCLA website. 

 
Adjourn 

• John Rocky made a motion to adjourn the March 15th, 2022. SRCLA Board Meeting. – Seconded by Karla Smetana. 
Approved. 

 
For the Good of the Association – Meeting Schedule 

• Tuesday, April 19th at 6:30 pm – Virtual (Zoom) Meeting 
• Tuesday, May 17th at 6:30 pm – Virtual (Zoom) Meeting 
• 40th Anniversary SRCLA Annual Meeting - Saturday, June 11th at 10 am – Shady’s Long Shots 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

  
 


