
 

 

Sauk River Chain of Lakes Association 
Board MINUTES 

June 14th, 2022 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
At Flexible Pipe Tool Co. • 22606 186th Ave • Cold Spring 

Zoom Meeting Option 
 
Call to Order – Matt Noska 
 In Attendance: Matt Noska, Brad Matuska, Aaron Schwartz, Gene Krebs, Karla Smetana, Troy Atkinson,  

Steeve Weeres, Richard Gallea, Gary Schnobrich, Wayne Karg, Admin: Ann Warling,  
Gambling Manager: Keely Frakes-Rau 

 Zoom: Charlie Montreuil 
 Absent: Sue Antolak 
 
Review of past Minutes – Matt Noska 

• Aaron Schwartz made a motion to approve the May 17th Board Minutes and the June 11th Annual Meeting Minutes. – 
Seconded by Gene Krebs. Approved. 

 
Gambling Manager Report – Keely Frakes-Rau & Karla Smetana 

• See attached – LG1004 Monthly Gambling Report to members 
• Troy Atkinson made a motion to approve the monthly gambling report and proposed gambling expenses and to write a 

$10,000 check to the Sauk River Chain of Lakes Association (SRCLA) – Seconded by Brad Matuska. Approved. 
• Matt Noska made a motion to renew the membership with Electronic Gaming Group for $150 a year and to pay mileage for 

Keely Frakes-Rau to attend a continue education event for electronic gambling in Crystal. – Seconded by Richard Gallea. 
Approved. 

 
Financial Report – Charlie Montreuil  

• The June financial report showed total assets of $195,809.66. 
• Troy Atkinson made a motion to approve the June Profit & Loss, Balance Sheet, and Check Detail. – Seconded by Steve 

Weeres. Approved. 
 
Administration Report – Matt Noska 

• Welcome New Board Members and shared introductions of all board members. 
• Matt Noska made a motion to accept Brad Matuska as President of the SRCLA. – Seconded by Karla Smetana. Approved. 
• Matt Noska made a motion to accept Aaron Schwartz as Vice President of the SRCLA. – Seconded by Gene Krebs. Approved. 
• Matt Noska made a motion to accept Troy Atkinson as Treasurer of the SRCLA. – Seconded by Aaron Schwartz. Approved. 
• Tabled motion from May: Brad Matuska made a motion to establish an Executive Director position on the SRCLA Board. – 

Seconded by Aaron Schwartz. After discussion, the motion was tabled to review bylaws and seek legal guidance. 
o After review by a subcommittee consisting of John Rocky, Matt Noska, Brad Matuska, and Troy Atkinson it is 

recommended to vote Nay for the motion. 
o Motion not approved. 

 
Marketing/Public Relations Committee Report – Karla Smetana 

• A signup sheet for SRCLA Board Members to work a table at the Rock the River Events (June 16th, July 21st, & August 18th) 
was filled by members. 

• Karla Smetana shared a script introducing the SRCLA to event participants to be read during a band break. 
• The Online Store link has been sent to the Board Members. The Online Store will be open June 13th thru June 30th.  

• Matt Noska made a motion to provide $150 for new board members and $75 for existing board members to 
purchase SRCLA apparel. – Seconded by Steve Weers. Approved. 

• SRCLA Brochure has been ordered and is in the processing of being printed. 
 

Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Awareness & Prevention Report – Steve Weeres 
• The I-LIDS Committee is renamed to encompass a more diverse approach to AIS awareness. The new name is AIS 

Awareness & Prevention Committee. 
• Steve Weeres submitted a proposal to the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources’ (MN DNR) site administrator to 

modify sign placement, add a sign and add a trash receptacle at the HW 22 landing. The site administrator was good with the 
plan. A permit to proceed is the next step which is issued through the Parks and Trails division. Steve has been assigned a 
reviewer, Molly Lou Pintok, and the next step is a site visit. This is set for 11 am on June 24th. 



 

 

• Steve Weeres will prepare a proposal for the July SRCLA Board meeting to install and collect data from two water level 
buoys located in Knaus and East Lakes. He will also include information on collecting dissolved oxygen levels data. 

• Steve would like to explore ways to promote hard water activities on the Chain of Lakes. 
 
Water Quality Committee Report - Aaron Schwartz 

• The enhanced sampling proposal is being worked on. 
• In addition to Spring and Fall Road Cleanup, Aaron Schwartz suggested exploring the garbage pickup on the ice when fish 

houses come off the lakes and the ice is still safe. (Get the garbage before it gets into the water.) 
 
Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Committee Report – Brad Matuska/Gene Krebs 

• Mechanical harvesting is going poorly with less weeds being harvested than anticipated. Only 50 percent of the $20,000 
allotted for weed mechanical weed harvesting has been used. 

o Brad Matuska made a motion to spend $5,000 (of the remaining $10,000 budgeted) to harvest additional weeds on 
Long Lake. – Seconded Matt Noska. Approved. 

• The hybrid Eurasian Milfoil will be treated with 24D and the surrounding lakes will be checked to see if the hybrid milfoil 
has spread. 
 

Fisheries Committee Report - Matt Noska 
• Board members are to let Matt Noska know if they are interested in participating in one of MN DNR’s electroshocking 

events on the Chain. 
 
Land Use Committee Report – Troy Atkinson 

•  Rock Buoys appear to still be positioned correctly after the flood. 
•  Promoting restoration projects using Gallea’s Shoreline Living feature. One idea is to include an article in the SRCLA Fall 

Newsletter. 
 
Old Business 

• As of June 13th, we have 364 Individual and Business Members combined for a total of $30,990 (including additional 
donations). 

• SRCLA Committee Assignments: 
o Water Quality Committee – Gary Schnobrich 
o AIS Committee – Gene Krebs/ Wayne Karg 
o Land Use Committee – Richard Gallea 
o Fisheries Committee – Matt Noska/ Gary Schnobrich 
o Marketing Committee – Susan Antolak/ Karla Smetana 
o AIS Awareness & Prevention – Steve Weeres 

• Each committee is asked to write description of scope of the work they focus on. 
 

New Business 
• Karla Smetana shared that a boy scout is in need of additional conservation hours and is looking to assist on a project. If a 

project is big enough then the whole boy scout troop can become involved. One suggestion was to cleanup (pick trash etc) 
around the 49, 22, and 71 bridges as well as the 71-boat access rotating one a week. 

• Matt Noska will reach out to the Stearns County Sheriff’s office asking that the No Wake Zone (for Sandy Point, Krohn’s, 
Great Northern Entrance) be restarted. 

• Troy Atkinson will look into how to make depositing checks for Ann Warling at Falcon Bank easier. He will also look into 
the options for more electronic-based banking. 

• The Marketing Committee will be looking into a web-based messaging board. 
 
Adjourn 

• Brad Matuska made a motion to adjourn the June 14th, 2022 SRCLA Board Meeting. – Seconded by Aaron Schwartz. 
Approved.  

 
For the Good of the Association – Meeting Schedule 

• Tuesday, July 19th at 6:30 pm – at Flexible Pipe Tool Company, 22606 186th Ave • Cold Spring/Virtual (Zoom) Meeting Option 
• Tuesday, August 16th at 6:30 pm – at Flexible Pipe Tool Company, 22606 186th Ave • Cold Spring/Virtual (Zoom) Meeting Option 
• Tuesday, September 20th at 6:30 pm – at Flexible Pipe Tool Company, 22606 186th Ave • Cold Spring/Virtual (Zoom) Meeting Option 

  



 

 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 


