
 

 

Sauk River Chain of Lakes Association 
Board Minutes 

February 15th, 2022 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
Zoom Meeting 

 
Call to Order – John Rocky, President 
 Present: John Rocky, Matt Noska, Sue Antolak, Brad Matuska, Aaron Schwartz, Karla Smetana, Troy Atkinson,  

     Charlie Montreuil, Steve Weeres, Admin: Ann Warling, Gambling Manager: Keely Frakes-Rau 
 Guest Speaker: Allison Lightfoot, Sauk River Watershed District 
 Absent: Dave Hinson, Matt Pelant 
 
Review of past Minutes – John Rocky 

• January Board Minutes Approved via Email – Ann Warling 
 
Gambling Manager Report - Karla Smetana/Keely Frakes-Rau 

• Reviewed the Gambling Monthly Tax Return – see attached 
• See attached – LG1004 Monthly Gambling Report to members 
• The next projected donation to Sauk River Chain of Lakes Association (SRCLA) will be in March. 
• Brad Matuska made a motion to approve the monthly gambling report and proposed gambling expenses. – Seconded by 

Aaron Schwartz. Approved.  
• Struggling to secure adequate volunteers to operate Bar Bingo and Meat Raffle. 
• Karla Smetana will be finishing out her board term until June but will not be seeking a board position next term. 
• Matt Noska, John Rocky, and Karla Smetana will meet to explore the possibility of creating a paid Volunteer Gambling 

Coordinator position and will report back to the Board on their recommendations for approval. 
 
Water Quality Committee Report - Aaron Schwartz 

• Allison Ligbtfoot, Sauk River Watershed District (SRWD), presented the 2021 Sauk River Chain of Lakes Monitoring 
Report – see attached 

• Aaron Schwartz will explore expanding SRCLA monitoring efforts to include Inlet Monitoring and Dissolved Oxygen 
Stratification (Bottom Sampling) Monitoring. 

• Aaron Schwartz will work with the SRWD to finalize an overall lake monitoring contract for 2022. 
 

Financial Report – Charlie Montreuil 
• The November Financials reclassified $8,207.49 as a donation instead of dues. The December Financials reclassified $2,219 

as a grant instead of dues.  
• John Rocky made a motion to approve the reclassified November and December financial reports. – Seconded by Aaron 

Schwartz. Approved. 
• The January financial report showed $143,634.44. Troy Atkinson made a motion to approve the January Profit & Loss, 

Balance Sheet, and Check Register. – Seconded Steve Weeres. Approved. 
• Charlie Montreuil presented a draft of the 2022 Budget and Monthly Tracking Spreadsheet. Work will continue on 

developing a detailed budget. 
• 2021 Financials will be taken to Dan Schleper, Certified Public Accountant (CPA) to have taxes prepared. 

 
Administration Report – John Rocky 

•  Matt Noska and Charlie Montreuil will meet with Dan Schleper, CPA to determine a schedule for auditing the SRCLA 
financial records and to determine if an internal or external audit committee would be best.  

• John Rocky reached out to Matt Pelant. Matt has decided to resign from the SRCLA Board due to increased work load and 
travel. 

• Brad Matuska made a motion to have John Rocky connect with Gene Krebs, Stearns County Long Lake Association (SCLLA), 
to ask if he is interested in filling the remaining one-year five-month term being vacated by Matt Pelant. – Seconded by Matt 
Noska. Approved. 

 
Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Committee Report – Brad Matuska/Dave Hinson 

• The AIS Subcommittee met and proposed the following recommendation for 2022 AIS activities: 
o Hybrid Water Milfoil (HWM) Survey - $11,400 – Late season point-intercept survey to discover how far HWM has 

spread in other lakes (ie Becker, Cedar Island, etc) 



 

 

o Curly Leaf PondWeed (CLP) Chemical Treatment - $70,000 (Needs Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 
approval) – See attached Removed 150-foot Shoreline Buffer Map. About 100 total acres. 

o CLP Mechanical Treatment - $20,000 (Need DNR approval). Same general areas as last year but starting on the 
west end of the Chain and working toward the east end. 

o CLP Point-Intercept Survey - $8,658.96. Early season point-intercept survey of entire Chain to discover areas of 
CLP that have not been identified yet.  

o NOTE: The testing, treating, and surveying of HWM is not included in the proposed recommendations, because 
while we are doing the activities but they will be covered by the Stearns County AIS Grant. 

o Proposed total 2022 AIS Budget is $110,058.96 
• Brad Matuska made a motion to approve the Proposed 2022 AIS Budget, Treatment, and Surveying Activities. Seconded by 

Troy Atkinson. Approved. 
• Aaron Schwartz suggested that we explore the possible reclassification of Becker Lake from an environmental lake so 

chemical weed treatment would be possible. This may be further explored if hybrid water milfoil is discovered within this 
lake. 

• Brad Matuska made a motion to join the Stearns County Coalition of Lake Associations (COLA) and assist with writing a 
grant for assessment and treatment of Flowering Rush upstream near Melrose. – Seconded by Matt Noska. Approved.  

• Brad Matuska has assisted SCLLA in the Department of Natural Resources Grant Process. 
• Brad Matuska made a motion to donate $2,500 to Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center. – Seconded by John 

Rocky. Approved. 
 
Fisheries Committee Report - Matt Noska 

• Crappie Limit reduction is being explored by Joe Stewig, DNR, for Fall 2024 implementation. 
• The State of Minnesota is working toward reducing the Walleye limit from six to four statewide. 
• Joe Stewig, DNR, is opposed to walleye stocking in the Chain due to an 88 percent natural reproduction rate. 
• Matt Noska will continue discussing these topics with Joe Stewig. 

 
I-LIDS Report – Steve Weeres 

• Steve Weeres presented the 2021 I-LIDS Summary Data – see attached report. 
• The Board has given Steve Weeres continue exploring costs to improve the educational and watercraft cleaning opportunities 

(CD3 Stations/Stick it to Weeds) such as at the Chain’s boat launches and report back with a proposal for the March Board 
meeting. 

 
Land Use Committee Report – Troy Atkinson  

•  No Report 
 

Marketing/Public Relations Committee Report – Susan Antolak 
• The SRCLA brochure is in process at Minuteman Press and a draft will be available for Board approval in March. 
• 40th Anniversary Picnic/Spring Membership Meeting and location options: 

• Cold Spring Lions Park June 11th 
• Richmond Lions Park July 23rd 
• John Rocky will be contacting Shady’s Long Shot for June 11th to host our picnic/meeting. 
• A deposit is needed this week at whichever location chosen. 

• Review of the Online Store items from Promotional Resources was emailed to Board members for comment and approval. 
• Review Promotional Resources’ items for Special 40th Anniversary Give Away and are in need of Board approval. 
• SRCLA will be a $750 Rockin’ River Lakes Days sponsor. Continued exploration on the Board’s involvement in the Grand 

Paraded and Boat Parade in celebration of the SRCLA 40th Anniversary. 
• Exploring Cold Spring Hometown Pride Days Sponsorship and Parade. 
• Susan Antolak continues to work on the 2022 Marketing Budget Proposal. 
• Karla Smetana will gather information on possible involvement in the Rocori Community Showcase event on April 9th. Karla 

offered to help prepare the SRCLA presence at the event. Steve Weeres and John Rocky offered to work the event. Board 
members will vote via email once Karla has gathered event information. 

 
Old Business 

• 40th Anniversary/2022 Membership Decals designs are being worked on by Shawn at Fast Graphics and will be ready for 
approval at the March 15th Board Meeting. – Matt Noska 

 
New Business 

• University of Minnesota Wave Research Report – Tabled until the March 15th Board Meeting 



 

 

 
Adjourn 

• Aaron Schwartz made a motion to adjourn the February 15th, 2022, SRCLA Board Meeting. – Seconded by Brad Matuska. 
Approved. 

 
For the Good of the Association – Meeting Schedule 

• Tuesday, March 15th at 6:30 pm – Virtual (Zoom) Meeting 
• Tuesday, April 19th at 6:30 pm – Virtual (Zoom) Meeting 
• Tuesday, May 17th at 6:30 pm – Virtual (Zoom) Meeting 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 

FEBRUARY 18,2022 MTG 

 

APPROVAL: ALLOWABLE EXPENSES – JAN. numbers 

Central Gaming  pulltab dispenser  0-$270.00  $  261.44 

B-SMART   monthly reports  0-$750.00  $  750.00 

Triple Crown  games –   0-$4000  $  614.37 

etabs       $2901.46  

Pilot Games   etabs    0-$250  $     94.07 

Shady’s Longshots  rent    0-$3000  $ 1335.77 

Teals    raffle prizes  0-1500  $1083.00 

 

 

PREAPPROVAL: LAWFUL PURPOSE EXPENDITURES 

MN Dept of Rev  gambling tax  A-8   $ 2210.00 

Sauk River Chain  donation   A-1                        $ 

  



 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 


