
 

 

Sauk River Chain of Lakes Association 
Board MINUTES 

December 20, 2022 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
At Flexible Pipe Tool Co. • 22606 186th Ave • Cold Spring 

Microsoft Teams Remote Option 
 
Call to Order – Brad Matuska 
 Present: Brad Matuska, Aaron Schwartz, Karla Smetana, Troy Atkinson, Wayne Karg, Richard Gallea, Gary Schnobrich,  

Steve Weeres, Admin: Ann Warling 
 Teams Remote Options: Gambling Manager: Keely Frakes-Rau, Matt Noska, Sue Antolak 

Absent: Gene Krebs 
 
Review of past Minutes – Brad Matuska 

• November Board Minutes Approved via Email – Ann Warling 
 
Gambling Manager Report - Gambling Manager: Keely Frakes-Rau 

• All additional taxes and rent have been paid in full. 
• At this time the end of the year donation amount to Sauk River Chain of Lakes Association (SRCLA) from gambling is 

unknown. 
• Aaron Schwartz made a motion to lease-to-own for $100 plus tax a month (total of $1,500) a horse racing machine with 

small games at the start with plans to grow into larger games. – Seconded by Wayne Karg. Approved. 
• The first horse racing gambling event will occur on Sunday, January 8th at 3 pm and will continue each following Sunday.  
• SRCLA will operate a horse racing gambling event during Shady’s Long Shots Curling Tournament on February 3rd—5th. 
• Aaron Schwartz made a motion to approve the monthly gambling report, proposed gambling expenses, and pre-approved 

December taxes. – Seconded by Richard Gallea. – Approved. 
• See attached – LG1004 Monthly Gambling Report to members. 
 

Financial Report – Troy Atkinson 
• The November financial report showed $126,879.43 in total assets. 
• Wayne Karg made a motion to approve the November Profit & Loss, Balance Sheet, and Check Detail. – Seconded by Karla 

Smetana.. – Approved. 
• SRCLA is still waiting on the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) regarding tax questions and fiscal year determination. 
• Online Payment Option is not possible at this time but research of options will continue. 
• Troy is working on the 2023 SRCLA Budget. Submit all 2023 budget requests to Troy Atkinson as soon as possible. 

 
Administration Report – Brad Matuska 

• Steve Weeres and Brad Matuska met with Stearns County Sheriff regarding No Wake Zones, Water Depth Monitoring, and I-
LIDS Support. 

• The SRCLA ended 2022 with a total of 507 members (451 individuals/56 businesses) for a total revenue of $40,920. 
• The SRCLA Board Members voted on naming the association’s magazine – the magazine will be called The Chain Link. 
• Ann Warling presented the proposed 2023 SRCLA Membership Decal Design with minor differences from the 2022 decals – 

a blue background, the 40th logo changed out for the regular SRCLA logo, and the business memberships’ horseshoes being 
gold and silver. 

• Troy Atkinson made a motion to approve the 2023 SRCLA Membership Decal Design with a follow up review by the SRCLA 
Administrative Team, - Seconded by Aaron Schwartz. Approved. 

   
• Marketing/Public Relations Committee Report – Karla Smetana, Susan Antolak, Aaron Schwartz 
• The SRCLA is a sponsor of the Richmond Fire Relief Catfish Fest on February 10-11, 2023. The SRCLA will have a 

space and table within the event tent. A signup sheet for volunteers will be provided at the January SRCLA Board 
Meeting for individuals to assist at the table. It was suggested that any remaining 40th SRCLA Anniversary items 
be given out and the association’s brochure with an inserted membership form. 

• Karla Smetana made a motion to sponsor the 2023 Rock the River Concerts at the Silver Level ($1,000). – Seconded by Gary 
Schnobrich. Approved. 

 
AIS Awareness and Prevention – Steve Weeres 



 

 

• The I-LIDS have been removed from the boat launches and are in storage. One of the I-LIDS unit is in need repair (possibly 
$300-$400) and the Long Lake I-LIDS’ base is wobbly. Steve Weeres will confirm what is needed and report back for action 
at the January Board Meeting. 

• Lake Level Monitoring continues with data collection. 
• John Roeschlein, Minnesota Association of Watershed District, is pursuing a grant to support lake level monitoring. 
• I-LIDS Stearns AIS Grant Review meeting is scheduled for January 11th. 

 
Water Quality Committee Report – Gary Schnobrich, Aaron Schwartz 

• The SRCLA will receive a final bill from the Sauk River Watershed District upon completion of the 2022 Water Quality 
Report. 

• 2023 Water Quality Committee budget needs are being explored and will be submitted to Troy Atkinson. 
 
Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Committee Report – Gene Krebs/Wayne Karg 

• Wayne Karg completed the individual Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (MN DNR) grant applications for each 
lake within the Sauk River Chain of Lakes award notification will be January 11th. 

• Stearns AIS Grant Review will be completed January 11th. 
 

Fisheries Committee Report - Matt Noska, Gary Schnobrich 
• SRCLA will support the crappie reduction limit effort by the MN DNR set to kick off in 2024. 
• Sampling data for the electro-shock Fall 2022 event will be submitted and published in the association’s Spring issue of The 

Chain Link magazine. 
 

Land Use Committee Report – Richard Gallea 
• Aaron Schwartz made a motion to have Brad Matuska represent the SRCLA at the Stearns County Shoreland Workshop to be 

held on February 2, 2023. Seconded by Richard Gallea. Approved. 
 

Adjourn 
• Aaron Schwartz made a motion to adjourn the December 20th SRCLA Board Meeting. – Seconded by Richard Gallea. 

Approved. 
 
For the Good of the Association – Meeting Schedule  

• Tuesday, January 17th at 6:30 pm – at Flexible Pipe Tool Company, 22606 186th Ave • Cold Spring/Microsoft Teams Remote Option 	
• Tuesday, February 21st at 6:30 pm – at Flexible Pipe Tool Company, 22606 186th Ave • Cold Spring/ Microsoft Teams Remote Option	
• Tuesday, March 15th at 6:30 pm – at Flexible Pipe Tool Company, 22606 186th Ave • Cold Spring/ Microsoft Teams Remote Option 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


