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Pregident’s Report

Welcome to the Fall 2021 Sauk River
Chain of Lakes (SRCL) Association
Newsletter. As I write this article, it is a
beautiful 81-degree sunny September
30th day. Hopefully, you enjoyed this
past Summer as I did - experiencing all
the beauty of the Chain of Lakes.

This year marked a significant number
of accomplishments for our SRCL Asso-
ciation:

1. We created a new logo for the
SRCL and created a clothing line with our
logo.

2. We spent a record amount of money
fighting aquatic invasive species, specifi-
cally curly-leaf pondweed (CLP).

3. We hired a company to mechanical-
ly harvest CLP. Something we talked
about for four years!

4. We had a record number of mem-
bers and amount of money received in
dues.

5. We received a record amount of
money running the gambling operations
at Shady’s Longshots!

6. We purchased and deployed 15 haz-

ard buoys to mark rocks and hazard areas
across the Chain.

7. We added an Internet Landing In-
stalled Device Sensor (ILIDS) at the
Long Lake public access to improve
boater education.

8. We awarded a land use grant to a
homeowner for improving their property
to protect runoff into the lake.

Did I get your attention? Did you no-
tice the “We’? These accomplishments
and the many other things that your
SRCL Association does takes volunteers,
and it takes a TEAM (a group of people
with different skills and tasks working to-
gether to support a common goal!)

WE WANT YOU!

by John Rocky, President

Your SRCL Board is looking to ex-
pand the TEAM! We want you to join our
teamn!

As you read the committee reports in
this newsletter, find something that you
are curious about or interested in and
reach out to the committee chair. There
are many ways to help with our mission!
Contact information for our board mem-
bers is on our website at srcl.org.

And finally, a shout out and thank you
to Shady’s Long Shots Bar and Grill. We
are excited to continue managing their
gambling operations with Wednesday Bar
Bingo and Friday Meat Raffle starting in
mid-October.

The SRCL Board thanks you and our
500+ members that continue to support us
and the Sauk River Chain of Lakes.

John Rocky
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Aquatic Invagive Species Management

by Brad Matuska

We would like to address any confusion
that may have resulted from the Sauk Riv-
er Chain of Lakes Association’s (SRCLA)
management of the aquatic invasive
species called curly leaf pondweed (CLP)
in the Chain of Lakes. The SRCL fielded a
number of communications from property
owners that had misunderstandings. Hope-
fully, they can be addressed here.

The DNR limits what lakes we can treat
and the amount of the areas we can (reat.
For example, we wanted to do a treatment
on Zumwalde Lake, but our permit was
denied. In addition, we can only chemical-
ly treat a maximum of 15 percent of CLP-
infested littoral acres. So, if a lake has 100
acres of CLP, we can only treat 15 acres.

The SRCLA does not treat CLP in front
of individual properties. We are charged
with managing CLP in the entire Chain of
Lakes. Please manage your frontage and
use the information at srcl.org to help.
With the combined effort of the SRCLA
doing navigational routes and individual
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properties owners doing their frontage, we
can get in front of CLP!

Because of CLP’s prevalence in the en-
tire Chain of Lakes and cost of over $700
per acre to treat, the SRCLA simply does
not have the financial resources to treat it
all. However, we can be strategic in our
approach, and the Board of the SRCLA
weighs multiple variables in deciding
which areas to treat.

When doing treatments, the SRCLA
only treats CLP and not native plants or al-
gae. Please be aware, chemical and me-
chanical treatments are a temporary fix. To
really address excessive aquatic plant
growth, we need to reduce the nutrients in
the Chain. Please consider refraining from
fertilizing your lawns. The majority of
your fertilizer ends up in the Chain!

The SRCLA is thankful for the non-
profit gambling funds generated at Shady’s
Longshots! The SRCLA spent over
$50,000 to chemically and mechanically
treat over 70 acres of CLP. This is the most

iTlred"of”WEEDSE the Chain? Stop Fertilizing Your'.!l:__éiqu

ever spent!

Details of the treatments can be found
at srclorg. The SRCLA thanks Limnopro
and Weeds Up for their work!

In addition, the SRCLA did aquatic
plant surveys before and after treatments
and will continue to use best management
practices in trying to minimize the impact
of CLP. In addition, the SRCLA is continu-
ously monitoring the advancements to
manage zebra mussels and surveying for
any other invasives (i.e. starry stonewort)
to prevent infestations.

Please remember to Clean, Drain, and
Dry all your equipment when entering or
exiting the water. If you purchase a dock or
lift that is coming from another body of
water, remember that it is required to have
that equipment sit on land for at least 21
days. For any questions about aguatic in-
vasive species, please contact Matt Pelant
at mdpelant@icloud.com or David Hinson
at davidhinson@outlook.-com.

i

SAUK RIVER

CHAIN OF LAKES
P.O. Box 369, Richmond, MN 56368
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of the Suk River Cham of Lakes

For Information on becoming a member of the association, please visit our website srcl.org.

Membership dues fund projects and help us communicate with our members and the community. The more members
we have, the stronger our voice and the more we can accomplish! Anyone who uses the lake is welcome o join,

Your SAUK RIVER CHAIN OF LAKES (SRCL) ASSOCIATION

manages the Gambling

operations at Shady’s Long Shots
(At Rich-Spring Golf Course)

SHADYS

In addition to the great food and drinks at Shady’s

you can now support the SRCL Association by participating in the gaming available.

ONC suots

COLDSPRING. AN

Pulltabs, E-Tahs,
Bar Bingo on Wednesdays,
Meat Raffle on Fridays,
and other specialty games.

License# 01870-009
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NEW MEMBERSHIP OR MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM

vk % 3T SAUK RIVER CHAIN OF LAKES ASSOCIATION
WWW.SRCL.ORG
SAUK RIVER
CHAIN OF LAKES PO Box 369
ASSOCIATION Rlchmond,MN56368

' Name:
' Business Name:
Current Address (street, city, state, zip):

Lake Property Address (street, city, state, zip):

' Lake you live on: Home Phone:
' Email Address1: Cell Phonet:
Email Address2: Cell Phone2:

MEMBERSHIP DUES CONTRIBUTION

Individual/Family Membership Level:

___$40Sunfish __ $60 Crappie __ $80 Walleye __ $100 Catfish __ %150 Bass

(Al Individual/Family Memberships receive a SRCL Association Membership Decal. See www.srdl.org for more information.)
Business Member: __ $75 (Business name included in Membership Listings in ihe SRCL.org, Spring and Fall Newsletters.)
Business ELITE Member: __ $150 (Business Member benefits PLUS your logo linked to your website/Facebook in SRCL.org’s Business Carousel.)
' Donate additional amount for a specific area?
(please identify additional amount into appropriate area below)

Invasive

Walleye Stocking: $ Species § General Fund: $
Control

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN DONATING YOUR TIME?
(plgase circle interested area below) _

Invasive Species Fisheries Invasive Species Control
Land Use _ Water Quality ‘ Road Cleanup
Gambling - Bingo night | Gambling — Meat Raffle night | Board Member

Your contribution is tax deductible!

SRCL %1932

g
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OFF SALE
WINES - LIQUORS

COLD BEER -+ LOTTERY
Bar & Party Supplies

HIGHWAY 23 - RICHMOND

320-597-2323

2021 CQauk River Chain of Lakee Membere

Cold Spring Landmark
Thousands of area business people
and families recognize our office. And
they know exactly what McClure
Insurance Agency stands for - 30
years of helping to find the best cover-
age and value for our customers. Call
McClure Insurance Agency and you'll
speak to a local agent - not a record-
ing or a person you don't know in a
place you've never been. We know
our community and understand your
business, family and personal needs.
We're here when you need us, ready
to tailor an insurance plan just for you

McClure Insurance
Agency
20 RED RIVER AVE S
STE 200
Cold Spring, MN 56320
Phone: 320.685.7685
Fax: 320.685.7165
Email:
INFO@MCCLUREINSURANCEAGENCY.COM

Website:

WWW.MCCLUREINSURANCEAGENCY.COM

Becker Lake

Catfish

Ronald & Valeria Flint
Jill Graham

Crappie

Micheal & Jeanne Purnick
Sunfish

Jeft & Cindy Kummer
Jim & Laurie Meyer
Randy & Mary Rothstein
Steve & Chris Stang

John & Hilda Tschumperlin
Skippy & Emily Virchow
Jean Weber

Bass

Troy & Sarah Atkinson
Garth & Kathy Fagerbakke
Thomas & Kathryn Graham
Rodney & Lois Maetzold
Bret McElwee

Catfish

Bill & Jennifer Cahoy
Trent & Lynn Negaard
Barb Zobitz & Greg Taft
Walleye

Bob & Diane Leverentz
Paul Pearson

Crappie

Roxann Dorweiler

Paul & Amy Schmidtbauer
Tom Klein

Sunfish

Thomas Bolfing

Edward & Mary Cotter
Rick & Lynn Farr

Jennifer Olson & John Wolle
Brown Lake

Catfish

Cindy Becken & Dean Olson
Cedar Island Lake

Bass

Walter & Bonnie Eskuri
Deborah Lein & Dale Norell
David & Teresa Metz
Robert & Cynthia Waldon
Catfish

Brian & Kerry Bechtold

Joe Dahlquist

Tom & Janet Jacobson

Scott & Penny Luepke
Rodney & Katy Peterson
Derk Schultz

Walleye

Brett & Jamie Anderberg
Randy & Susan Antolak
Steven Coborn

James & Suzanne Dube

Jack Gabler

David & Kim Kohorst
Donald Lee Family

Lynn Litchy & Tim Lunsford
Douglas & Kristy Petermeier
Chuck & Deb Pille

Gary & Tracy Terharr

Tim Tschlangen

Crappie

Mike & Sue Iten

Todd & Ann Kirchner

Duane & Jessica Krueger
Michael & Sharon McCarney

Wanita Misico (Timothy & Brian Irwin)

Anthony & Angela Terwey
Andy & Mary Woychek
Sunfish

Rick Antolak

Troy & Kelly Boettcher
Sharon Clemons & Cherise Erickson
Steven & Carol Dahlson
Bill & Carol Eisenreich
Donald & Mary Holthaus
Loren Malziewski

Lisa Koll & Sharzad Ahmad
Thomas & Dona Lauman
Scott & Sandi Maselter
James Negley

Brad & Melissa Riebel
Sharon & Chuck Schoenberg
Jill & Bill Sieben

East Lake

Bass

Mike & Janelle Peart
Gregory & Tama Theis

Members continued on page 5
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KRAEMER TRUCKING & EXCAVATING, INC.
16905 County Rd. 158, PO Box 434 - Cold Spring, MN 56320
(320) 685-3024 * www.kraemer-inc.com

Equal Opportunity Employer
Proud member of the Cold Spring Area Chamber

+ Commercial & Residential Excavafing
» Septic Systems -
Install, Repair & Maintenance
+ Soil Borings
* Trucking
» Water & Sewer Installation
» Sepfic Design
+ Sepfic Cerification
* Demolitions
« Screened Black Dirf
» Screened Sand
» Crushed Concrete

" " * Closs 2
You need it done? We can do it! [
» AllTypes of Rock & Boulders
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Members continued from page 4

Catfish

Gary & Ruth Athmann

Mike & Jenniter Holasek
Adam & Angie Kalthoff
Rick & Michelle Schrantz
Walleye

Mark & Lisa Brinker

Cindy & Lowell Haagenson
Gregory & Mary Ann Johnson
Brent Koosman

Romie & Jen Schmitz
Richard & Lynda Seitz
Jeremy Skow

Crappie

Jeremy & Nicole Geiger
Reid & Ashley Kubesh

Amy Hunter & James Leinen
Tammy Middendorf

Michael Miller

Barbara & James Platten
Sunfish

John & Janet Anderson

BJVI Brinkman Properties LLC
Gary & Cindy Brinkman
John & Ruth Heinen
Stephen & Dawn Jensen
Dennis & Kathleen Needham
Edward & Sandra Neuenfeldt
Kenneth & Nancy Oksendahl
Pete & Rita Peterson

Margie Rothstein

Gary & Judy Schloeder
Michael & Carolyn Scully
Chad & Carolyn Stang
Lavon Suckut

Clyde & Mary Lou Terwey
Rick & Roxie Theisen
Robert & Jenifer Walker
Galen & Angela Wax

Mark & Kim Wenner
Margaret Smith Wenner
Brian & Mary White

Dave & Julie Wik

Great Northern Lake

Bass

David Hinson

Robert & Mary Eichinger
Richard & Mary Gallea

Jeff & Jackie Lund

John Rocky

Kurtis Scepaniak

Catfish

Jason Kron

Tom & Mary Lynch

Steven & Kathleen Mooney
Chuck & Lori Kuebelbec
Richard & Sheila Pulju
Virgil & Lavonne Stang
Walleye

Kendall & Tamah Dahlquist
Mallisa & Scott Maurico
Lane & Melissa Laubach
Rick Pflipson & Pam Gibbs
James & Cynthia Rowe
Crappie

Kurt & Bonnie Hemmesch
Philip & Correne Keefauver
John & Lois Rausch

Joel & Mary Roos

Joey & Dee Ruegemer
Sunfish

Jim & Yvonne Betts

Gregg & Sherry Bryant
Doug & Laura Giese
Rodney & Theresa Keefauver
Betty LarsonJohn & Carol Marshall
Steve Nash & Sherry Peterson
Stephen Prozinski

Vernon Salzl

Tom & Chris Wicklund
Wilbert & Geradine Wuertz
Horseshoe Lake

Bass

Scott Lochrer

Charles & Jodee Montreuil, Jr
Todd & Diane Roorda

Todd & Meghean Shea
Jerrad & Sharon Sunde
Catfish

Paul & Julie Blacklock
Chic Dwight

Leon Faust

Gregory & Judy Flint

Mike & Barb Jerhoff

Ward Isaacson

David Kempston

Angela Link

Christopher & Julic Morse
Bill Nistler

Adam & Lisa Schulte

Members continued on page 6

Let us host your
Family, Birthday °
or Group Event

320-685-8150
Cold Spring Lanes

Main Street « Cold Spring
cslanes@midconetwork.com
A Local Family Business

for over 68 years!

=

din -DGE

Rockville
7am - 2:30pm
Fridays 7am - 7pm
Sundays 7am - 2pm
Dine In or Take Out

(320) 253-7331

Purple
dle

rlor
218-821-1031
Pet-Approved pampering and
grooming of ALL pet breeds
in the Chain of Lakes area!

IN TUNE@ , \‘11 T iy ,r

Fron  Cor MERCURY cmmwe|® @VAMAHA Snoresranon
18942 County Road 83, Richmond - Hours: M-F 9am-6pm, Sat. 9am-1pm

(3201 6895-3410 -
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STATE BANH.
o7 COLD SPRING

(320) 685-8655
www.statebankcoldspring.com

SERVICE AVAILABLE FOR ALL
YOUR FINANCIAL NEEDS

We’ve Got

Lots!

Tough Bidders.
Great Builders.

Lumber One

320-685-3631
lumber-one.com

ROYAL OAKS
RV RESORT

mu‘ ed @
WE HAVE SEASONAL SITES AND
RV LAKE LOTS AVAILABLE.
Season runs from May 1 - October 1

* Private boat launch * Cable TV
* Play area * High speed internet
* Swimming beach * And more!

You are connected to more than
12 lakes with great fishing!

Call us at 612-756-2561

Members continued from page 5
April Schumacher

Ken Robeck

Nick & Judy Trotter

John & Corinne Whelan
Walleye

Warren & Nancy Acker
Tom & Cindy Adamson
Pamela Goodwin

John & Peggy Beckius
Stephen Bernu

Kenneth & Deborah Blasing
Kip Cameron

Dave & Vanessa Ebling
Aaron Foix — Brown Family
Doug & Jodi Friedrichs
Wendell & Marilee Giese
Joe, John, & Mary Jo Haeg
Jerry & Melissa Isaacson
Tom & Casy Kraus

Tom & Ila Macik

Dylan McIntosh

Thomas & Laura Meyer
Jason Mortenson

Scott & Patti Savoy

Peter & Tammy Steil

Todd Vanauker

Crappie

Anthony & Viola Barthel
Thomas Bruening

Mike & Lisa Daum

Leo & Jean Dehmer

Julie Flammang

Tom Gilmore & Vera Novak
John & Liz Ginther

Amy Hiltner

Ryan & Lori Peterson
Delores Praught

Richard & Diane Ruegemer
Mike & Debbie Singler
Duane Steil

Barry & Denise Tipka
James & Lillian Wawra
Mark & Kim Welle
Jeremy & Janene Willner
Don & Kathleen Winter
Britta & Nate Zarbok
Sunfish

Sheila Anderson

Jim & Maureen Atchison
Brian & Sheila Athmann

Carl & Tracy Bisson

Robyn Bitz

Roger & Barree Boettcher
Thomas & Sandra Brunner
Charles & Doreen Chirhart
Neil & Kay Cook

William & Lynda Dimmel
Mark Dipasquale & Karen Mattson
Larry & Mary Donnay

Dennis & Dru Dukart

Everett & Myrna Engebretson
Raymond & Juanita Ernhart
John & Carol Fjelsta

Don & Kelly Foehrenbacher
Kevin & Charlene Graff
David Grass

Michael & Beth Gray

Brad & Brian Hansen

Greg & Katie Hartley

Ron & Mary Kron

Douglas & Margery Kuehlman
James & Barbara Lundborg
James & Mary Merchlewicz
Charles Montreuil, Sr

Kevin & Elizabeth Mortinson
James & Diane Olsen
Matthew Puffer & Jane Carlon
Harvey & Mary Schmitt
Thomas & Eileen Schoenecker
Mary Schommer

William & Mary Schrobilgen
Robert Sommers & Andrea Adamson
Brien & Kristine Spanier

Lee & Cindy Steckman
Marvin & Luann Sticha
Daniel & Jeanette Taufen
Norman & Lavon Venske
Mark Walker

Darrell & Bonnie Ward

Steve Weeres

Fred Wells & Mary Elfering
Jody Woller

Duane & Lynn Yurek

Knaus Lake

Bass

Nicholas Pochardt

Nichole & Brad Matuska
Catfish

Tom & LouAnn Fickett

Jen & Rick Krauter

Members continued on page 7

THANK YOU
for Shopping
Local!

25% OFF
Fall

(Expires October 31, 2
Not valid with ROCORI Band

e
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Members continued from page 6

Kevin & Terri Larison
Curtis & Susan Sauer
Shane & Karla Smetana
Mark Spies

Sherry Telschow

Walleye

Jason Jones

Chuck & Anne Johnson
Paul & Kerry Peterson
Julie Pung

Keith & Jennifer Schaefer
The Cottage — Garding
Pamela V\ﬁntcr

Crappie

Morris & Teresa Bellis
Jerry Gill & Leslie Hagman
Garrick & Rachel Grace
Jay & Lou Landowski
Randall Kalthoff

Ronald Schmitz & Diane Polman
Sunfish

Steve & Theresa Anderson
Ron Dropik
Dale & ]gcbra Gu%cnbergcr
Ralph & Dorothy Hansen
Deb Harren

James Johnson

Bert & Patricia Johnson
Donald & Lorraine Jungles
Evelyn Kalthoff

Randy Kleve

Dave & Kim Jacobucci
Michael & Pattie Liestman
Daniel & Marion Mumm
James & Jane Olson

Jody & Linda Gueningsman
Gerard & Ann Salzer

Debra Sorenson

Donald Walz

Roger Wocken Family Partnership
Koetter Lake

Catfish

Richard & Linda Burm

Brad & Barb Droege

Bruce Ferch

320-597-5600

415 Jay Ave. SE, Richmond i

Jim & Sandy Hughes
Monica Kahout

John & Patricia Krueger
John & Connie Selden
Linda Smith & Mary Bahe
Walleye

Terry & Marilyn Balfanz
Roger Bechtold

Pervez & Ruth Mistry
James & Karen Stoos
Terry & Sandy Wolff
Crappie

Curt & Amy Bertram

Ed & Wanda Hanson
Sunfish

John Kruchten & Sharon Bahe
Gerald & Pamela Kruzel
Mark & Sheryl Lindgren
Mark & Julie McCauley
Jim & Deb Schaaf

Krays Lake

Bass

Joseph & Mary Wenner
Catfish

Kenneth & Joyce Bertram
Larry & Carol Zeman
Crappie

Dean & Heidi Howard
William & Kelly McKinney
Sunfish

Willard & Bernie Backes
Jen Dauer

Craig & Paulette Martinson
Bryan & Mary Messer
Mark & Denise Nierenhausen
Little Cedar Island Lake
Bass

James Okerstrom

Catfish

Greg & Margaret Spanier
Walleye

Dion Bagaason

Chris & Patty Jackson
Mike & Sheri Kealy
Thomas & Nancy Sherman

— 1 N—
Snowdvgg Sthownlow

FREE Installation

Crappie

Layton & Linda Zellman
Sunfish

Paul & Andrea Baker
Gerald & Nancy Fiecke
Anne Howard

Edward & Rosanne Jones
Steven & Katherine Reid
Long Lake

Bass

Scott Dahlgren

Justin & Jamie Gabrielson
Kevin & Tammy Holthaus
Jerry & Janet Kolasa
Gene & Judy Krebs

Todd & Kim Ostby
Catfish

Ron & Kathy Elkins

Brad & Jen Iding
Mike & Pam Pfeninger
Walleye

Craig & Donna Flynn
Steve Dodge & Marcia Dunker
Sean Schlangen

Crappie

Vaune & Mike Borreson
Dan & Jill Hagen

Robert & Laura Schroden
Kyle Schroeder

Bruce Spanier

Brian & Jodie Steffensmeier
Richard & Nancy Tillman
Sunfish

Rod & Julie Flann

James & Sandra Haasl
Jerome & Joanne Kockelman
Greg & Susan Kraus
Arthur & Margaret Kuechle
Mel & Kathy Landwehr
Charles Larson

Jayde Lennon

Darian & Denise Litzau
Dennis & Barb Martin
William & Zena Menth
Janis & Karen Minnerath

Members continued on page 8

W Tri-County Abstract
& Title Guaranty, Inc.
“Serving Central Minnesota Since 1973"

* Professional Closing Service ®
* Friendly « Efficient
* Residential & Commercial

208 Red River Ave. S.
Cold Spring, MN 56320
(320) 685-4280
1-800-892-2399

Melanie Walz ; .
Closer closing@tricountyabstract.com
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Members continued from page 7

Chad Mickelson

Katherine Nelson

Patrick & Shelley Olberding
Leroy & Mary Raden
Dennis & Kathleen Sendzik
Randall & Deborah Spotts
Roger Weinmann

John & Julie Wilson

Mud lLake

Sunfish

Cory Peitz

Catfish

Patricia Decker

Mark & Bonita Johannes
Crappie

Matt & Shauna Noska
Sunfish

Charles Hise

David & Virginia Johannes
Patrick & Kristine Kelly
Ken & Sylvia Raschke

G & Jeanine Schnobrich
Sgaﬁi River

Catfish

Jim & Lisa Kuechle
Sunfish

Tom & Kim Lindell

John & Dolores Maile
'l:om Niehaus

Bass

Gambling Committee Update

Dianne Dingmann
Jeremy & Sue Schneider
G'ir & Ana Theisen

alleye
Sean Jill Grefe
Wayne & Pamela Karg
Brianna & Nathan Larison
Tim & Kersten Thellin
Doug Torborg
Alan & Barbara Weber
Crappie
Chris & Leah Aleshire
Tom & Helen Goebel
Thomas & Rosalie Hall
Mike & Amanda Henry
Todd & Delores Howen
Gary & Rita Moening
Sunfish
Nick & Lisa Demuth
Stephen & Victoria Dibrito
Marvin & Evelyn Huss
Alice Jungels
Curtis & Deborah Lembeck
James & Mary Leuer
Lyle & Barbara Lingofelt
Richard Lockhart
James & Lou Ann OConnor
Norb Poepping
Bernard SP Iljlu'ualder
Wallace & Carol Simdorn

Bass

Anthony Jr & Mary Couri
Larry Reisinger

Wayne & Adelaide Turkowski
Catfish

Max & Emil
Nancy Lindell
Walleye
Richard & Maribeth Reimer
Steve Torning

Steve & Jill Vardsveen

Ron & Alice Zumwalde
Crappie

Jim & Mary Fredrickson
Sunfish

Joe & Cindy Beaulieu

Lee & Cathie Bolyard
Dennis & Barbara Gregory
Cory & Stacey Hertzo

Ryan & Ashley Marec
Jamie & Kim Morford
Stanley Plattner

Linda Possin

Michael & Deane Stuber
Craig & Andrea Swanberg
Denis & Elenore Torborg
Bernhard & Ann Warling

Johannes

Scott Zika

Friends of the Chain
Crappie

Dan Athmann
Sunfish

Charles & Lynn Reichert

by John Rocky

We have had a great year so far with our
gambling operations at Shady’s Long Shots as
it has become a preferred destination for
golfers, lake residents, and people from all
around central Minnesota! As of October 1,
2021, we have received a total of $60,000 from
our SRCL. Gambling Fund into our SRCL
Operations account. These proceeds will allow
the SRCL to continue to fund projects aimed at
protecting and improving our Sauk River
Chain of Lakes. Please continue to support
Shady’s Long Shots and thank them for sup-
porting our SRCL Association!

Bar Bingo Starts Wednesday, October 13 at

6:30 p.m. Only packets will be sold prior to the
start of Bar Bingo. The cost is $15 for the 10
games. There will be NO individual sales
between games. The bingo game format will be
the same as last year.

Meat Raffle starts Friday, October 15 at 6
p.m. Raffle tickets will be purchased at the front
table. Volunteers will NOT go around the bar to
sell tickets. There will be three rounds of five
games in which patrons can purchase raffle
tickets at the front table. Each game will have
color-coded tickets to align with the number of
the game. The person with the winning ticket
will come up to the front table to verify the tick-

et and receive their prize.

Our committee would like to thank or past
volunteers for Bar Bingo and Meat Raffle and
encourage you to sign up again this year! For
information on signing up please reach out to
our new Gambling Committee chair Karla
Smetana at 320-492-6244 or visit the following
links:

Bar Bingo -
https:/fwww signupgenius.com/go/9040849A
EA922A5FC1-barbingo

Meat Raffle -
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040849A
EA922A5FC1-meat

Your Hometown Newspaper
Since 1899

320-685-8621
csrecord@midconetwork.com

Online edition available
at csrecord.net

Complete Commercial
Printing Services

Chad Middaendorf

MEDICARE PLANS THAT FIT YOUR LIFE

Choose from a variety of Medicare plans and select the one
that fits your lifestyle. Get help from an expeart 10 make sure
vou have the coverage yvyou need.

{320) 685-7070 | TTY 711
210 Main Street. Cold Spring 306 Main Street. Melrose
https /iwww wealthcare-financial.com

Jill Thelen

Julie Ludwig

Blue Cross offars PP C‘J Cast and PDP

# v BlueCross
BlueShield

Minnesota

plans with Medicare contracts. Enrollment in
thesea pHlans depends on coantraact ranawwal. Plans are avadlabila to resdants of the senve
area. You can alsco contact Blue Cross for plan information or to enrcll: 1-877-662- ?58"’:
TTY 211, 8 am. 1o 8 pm. Central Time, daily

Yoi3a_101620FF01_C
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CRCL Apparel Available

We are very excited to have our
new logo Sauk River Chain of Lakes
(SRCL) Association clothing avail-
able again for sale! Just in time for the
holidays!

We will be selling SRCL t-shirts,
1/4 zips, and hats with our new logo
for both men and women.

Our store will reopen again from

=

il |
SAUK RIVER | &
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October 16, 2021, thru November 16,
2021. Please go to the SRCL web
store and place your orders at
https://www.wildvein.com/srcl-appar-
el. (It will only be open to ordering
apparel during the dates above.)

Your order will be shipped to you in
about three to four weeks after the
store closes.

Minnesota Law Requires Docks
and Boat Lifts be out of water for
at least 21 days before putting

them in another body of water

%1 We Now Sell
and
Install
Automowers

Golf Cars
& Sports Inc.

Full line Husqvarna
Dealer

Hwy. 23 Richmond | 320-597-4386 | 888-262-3530 | minnesotagolfcars.com

by Susan Antolak

We were proud to be sponsors of
the Richmond River Lake Days in
July. In August, the ROCORI Area
Community Foundation honored the
SRCL as the area nonprofit to benefit
from this year’s Concert for a Cause —
Free Fallin’.

BAIER

AUTO SERVICE, INC.

(320) 685-8846

AC
Tires
Alignment
Diagnotics
Oil Changes
Engine Services
Under Car Services
Engine Maintenance
Transmission Services

www.bauerautoservice.com

14455 State Highway 23
Cold Spring
Monday-Friday 8am-5pm

Saturday & Sunday - Closed

20% OFF
One Item
of Your Choice

One coupon per person
See store for exclusions

“Jrendsetters Ooutique

HOURS: Mondays 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. -
Tuesday - Friday 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. - Closed Sunday
320-685-8689

T o e e ]
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AIS Trangport Prevention Using I-LIDS

by Steve Weeres

Managing the problem of Aquatic
Invasive Species (AIS) in the Sauk
River Chain of Lakes requires a multi-
pronged approach of measurement,
control, and prevention.

As part of our preventive strategy,
the Board has partnered with a
Minnesota company Environmental
Sentry Protection, LLC to purchase,
install and manage a network of its
Internet Landing Installed Device
Sensors (I-LIDS) at the four public
access points on the Chain; Highway
23, Highway 22, Highway 71, and
Long Lake. The I-LIDS is designed to
increase the boater’s awareness of the
need to prevent the spread of Aquatic
Invasive Species (AIS).

When a boater is detected, I-LIDS
plays multiple educational messages
and triggers the camera to capture and
transmit high-resolution videos of the
boat’s condition over the Internet to a
remote server. There the videos are
reviewed by trained personnel as part
of an ongoing service provided by
Environmental Sentry Protection.
Videos are reviewed for compliance
with State Law relating to the transfer
of aquatic plants on the boater’s
equipment. Videos of potential viola-
tions are further reviewed and posted
on a secure website where we can
review the videos for confirmation.

The SRCL board has established a
collaborative agreement with the
Stearns County Sheriff’s office to
investigate AIS violations and issue a

warning or citation to the boater.

Statistics for the I-LIDS operation
at the access points on the chain for
the timeframe May through August
are as follows:

Highway 23 access point: 2735 raw
videos generated, 1474 videos of
interest reviewed, 0 potential viola-
tions identified.

Highway 22 access point: 15333
raw videos generated, 2061 videos of
interest reviewed, 7 potential viola-
tions identified.

Highway 71 access point: 8071 raw
videos generated, 2080 videos of
interest reviewed, 0 potential viola-
tions identified.

Long Lake access point: 8753 raw
videos generated, 2020 videos of
interest reviewed, 0 potential viola-
tions identified.

The Board believes that the pres-
ence of the I-LIDS at our access
points emphasizes the importance of
proper cleaning and inspection proce-
dures needed to ensure the AlS-safe
launch and retrieval. From the data
above, we note a low number of viola-
tions indicating that there is a consis-
tent effort to Clean-Drain-Dry. We are
always looking for new ideas to pro-
mote awareness of AIS transfer. If you
have an idea or are aware of effective
methods others have implemented,
contact the author at steveSRCLB-
@ gmail.com.

Spring 2022 Road Clean-Up
May 7*

Here is a call to action for anyone willing to
make an immediate impact on water quality. We
will be doing our annual spring Adopt-a-
Highway clean up on May 7" {weather
permitting). We are responsible for the two mile
stretch of Hwy 22 from the public access to the
Cozy Corners Main entrance. We will meet at
the Hwy 22 public access at 9 a.m. If you are
interested in volunteering please email or text
me and I will add your name to the list. This is
definitely a project where many hands make for
quick work. [ look forward to hearing from you
all, Thank you all,
Aaron Schwartz

aarschwartzid@gmail.com * 320-309-1492

320-685-3831
Thursday - Saturday 4:30 - 9:30 pm
305 Fifth Avenue South
Cold Spring, MN §6320
www.blueheronsupperclub.com

LAKELIFE | SPORTS

30% OFF

Wake and Surfboards

one coupon per person, not valid with any other offers.
Expires 12/31/21

320-292-2198
lakeliferec@gmail.com
HWY 23 WEST, RICHMOND, MN
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Water Quality

by Aaron Schwartz

Hello Everyone, I am Aaron
Schwartz, the chair of the water qual-
ity committee. I joined the board in
the spring of 2020. I have lived on
Koetter Lake for the past four years,
with my wife, Krysten, and our two
daughters, Addison (7) and Emilia
(3), and our dog Rem. I jumped at the
opportunity to join the board as I
wanted to get involved in the preser-
vation of this great water system for
our children and their children.

For those that are new to the Sauk
River Chain of Lakes (SRCL)
Association, I wanted to take a
moment to break down the role and
responsibilities of the Water Quality
Committee. My role is two pronged,
the first is to oversee the water sam-
pling and data collection for the water
quality of our system, the second is to
coordinate the Adopt-A-Highway
program that we as an association
Sponsor.

Water Sampling

As mentioned above, my role on
the board is to oversee the water sam-
pling that occurs across our water sys-
tem. We take water samples from six
of the lakes on the Horseshoe Chain
of Lakes. Those lakes are a mix of
both flowage and non-flowage lakes,
they include, Horseshoe, Cedar
Island, Zumwalde, Schneider, Krays,
and Knaus. Once each month from
May through September, we head out
to designated locations in each of
these lakes to perform the following:

take two water samples from a depth
of 4-6 ft, take a water clarity reading
with a Secchi disk, and fill out a gen-
eral survey of the weather conditions
and water appearance. We as an
Association have continued our part-
nership  with the Sauk River
Watershed District
(https://srwdmn.org/) for the process-
ing and analysis of the water samples
and the Secchi disk reading data and
add them to our ongoing historic data
set. The SRWD will then submit back
to us the year’s results via a report.
This report is typically delivered
around the beginning of the year. The
2020 result are currently available on
the SRCL website (www.srcl.org) for
those that wish to review. The are
three main data point that we monitor
are Total Phosphorus (read nutrients),
Chlorophyll-a (read green color), and
clarity depth.

Road Clean-Up

The other role of the Water Quality
Chairman is coordinating the road
cleanup of our Adopt-a-Highway
stretch of Hwy 22. The association
has expanded those efforts beyond the
two-mile stretch of road to include the
public access on Hwy 22 as well as
the bridge area on County Road 71
and the public access and fishing area
on also on Co Rd 71. Our responsibil-
ity for the Adopt-a-Highway is to pick
up litter two times a year which we
typically try to complete the first
week of May and the first week of

October. We ask for 12-18 volunteers
to make this process go quickly. I am
so thankful for all the volunteers that
take time out of their busy schedules
to help prevent this road trash from
entering our water system. Like most
things, many hands have made for
light work. Over the last three events
that I was a part of, we have removed
on average 18 bags of trash within an
hour or so of work. Again, thank you
to everyone that has volunteered their
time.

If you are interested in volunteer-
ing for road clean-up events or are
interested in getting involved in other
ways, please feel free to reach out to
me via phone (320.309.1492) or
email at Aarschwartz@gmail.com.

V' weedsUp

aquatic weed removal

(320) 557-5757

- Licensed & Insured -

\

= BLACK
CGI EXCAVATING LLC D I RT

(320) 258-6088 - DELIVERY AVAILABLE
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Financial Report

by Charlie Montreuil

The balance sheet for the Sauk River
Chain of Lakes (SRCL) Association con-
tinues to remain strong. The SRCL has
total checking and savings in excess of
$61,000. Added to these are our certifi-
cates of deposit amounting to nearly
$28.000. This gives us total assets of
$89,000.

The assets remain strong because of
three major factors; your contributions to
membership, the strong contributions we
are receiving from our gambling opera-
tions ($30,000 over the last three months),
and nearly $8,000 in grants from the
Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources and Stearns County to help
control aquatic invasive species.

As we discussed in the annual meeting
this year, we have made significant strate-
gic expenditures in the following areas:

1. Aquatic invasive species. We have
spent over $25,000 in chemical treatments
and $24,000 in mechanical treatments of
the invasive species curly leaf pondweed.
We spent $6,500 in plant surveys before
and after the treatments to measure the
effectiveness and to determine if there
were other infestations of invasive species.

2. Internet Landing Installed Device
Sensors (ILIDS). To help monitor and pre-
vent the spread of aquatic invasive
species, we invested over $17,000 in
upgrades, operational costs and the pur-
chase of an ILIDS for the Long Lake pub-

lic access.

3. Buoy purchases. To help boaters
navigate through and around underwater
hazards, we spent over $4,000 to buy
buoys and materials which were placed in
strategic locations on the Chain.

4. Land use and water quality. We con-
tinue to ensure that we help maintain prop-
er land-use and ensure water quality by
monitoring our water in conjunction with
the Sauk River Water District. We spent
over $7500 in these areas.

When you add it all up, we have invest-
ed over $84,000 to help create a better
experience on the Chain. We are posi-
tioned to invest even more next year.

Rock Buoye Added to

the Chain in 2021

by Troy Atkinson

This year the SRCLA was able to
purchase and put out on the Chain 15
buoys to mark rocks. We hired the
Stearns County Water Patrol to put
them in and take them out as they have
the proper equipment for handling
these buoys. The Water Patrol just took
out the buoys on Sunday, September
19th, and they held up well, so we are
able to reuse them all next year. They
did need a deep cleaning as they were
rather scummy and were covered in
Zebra Mussels- some worse than oth-
ers, but we hope they were a great
addition to the lakes and your boating
experience this year.

If anyone finds or knows of any
new rocks that we need to mark for
2022, please email Troy@pierceinsur-
ance.com.

A

The Green Team
Edina Realty.

a Darkshira |Hathaway atfiliate

Rhonda Green

Lakeshore Specialist
GRI, E-PRO, RRS, CRS

www.greenteamrealtymn.com

See the Green Team at the Minneapolis Lake Home &
Cabin Show February 18-20, 2022

Cell phone: 320-250-4648
rhondagreen@edinarealty.com

Kayla Deters - Agent/Listing Coordinator

Kenna Tveit - Agent/Closing Coordinator
Jamie Juelfs - Agent/Marketing Coordinator

The Green Team

Tara Bayerl, GRI - Agent
Ana Krekelberg, GRI - Agent

Jan Dingmann - Agent
Carol Dietman - Agent

Follow us on Facebook and lnstagram!i
@GreenTeamMN

"
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)
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Land Uce Gran’rs Available ——— by Troy Atkinson

We started a new grant program this
year to help landowners to reduce or
eliminate runoff into the lake from
their properties. We are striving to do
this by adding native grasses and
buffers between your yard and the lake
to reduce the chemicals and fertilizers
in our yards from getting into the lake.
We did have some interest in the pro-
gram, and T had discussions with a few
homeowners. We did have one grant
that was approved for this year, but
with the dry summer the project was
delayed so, we will pay that out next
year once they get the work finished.
We will include some pictures and
details of the project on our website
when we are able to get it.

For many landowners, they take
great pride in their lawn and yard.
While we understand the enjoyment
that a nice lawn and landscaping can
bring, we also want to make sure our

water is a source of pride and joy. So,
some compromise may be necessary (o
preserve both your yard and the water-
front. We are continuing to learn how
our action on the land influences our
water and ways we can minimize our
impact. We have a few ideas we are
going to explore this winter that hope-
fully will inspire more of our property
owners to take a closer interest in some
simple and easy, but still eye-pleasing,
ways to work towards the long-term
goal of a cleaner and healthier lake we
can all enjoy.

If anyone is interested in learning
about the Land Use Grants to help pay
for the cost of creating a lakeshore that
truly reduces the runoff into the lakes,
or if you are interested in helping us
with some brainstorming and research
this winter, contact Troy@ pierceinsur-
ance.com.

W, merm/, @m %i

IN STONE

Creating everlasting stories
in stone for people who matter
by people who care.

—Eos _-_%EM_(SC_’E-__ SRR
MURPHY GRANITE CARVING

(B0O) B18-5836 murphygranite.com

Best of Houzz

CHANNEL

Live Bait & Tackle

Full Service Marine Dealership
Docks & Boat Lifts

@7570s TEWITT @YAMAHA

(320) 597-5975
www.channelmarineandsports.com

WILLENBRING, DAHL,
WOCKEN & ZIMMERMANN, PLLC
ATTORNEYS

DANIEL ZIMMERMANN | LTIGATION - ersa
JOHN NEAL :
KELLY SPRINGER
BOE PIRAS
LAURA MARTIN
Of Consel

FAUL WOCKEN

318 Main Street, PO. Box 417
685-3678 Cold Spring, MN 56320

Find more information at
www.willenbring.com

“It is important to ask your attorney about your
legal rights . . . often there is not a second chance.”

Good neighbors who

are serving 75% of the
Chain of Lakes area.

Proud to be the only
refuse/recycling company
member of your association!

>

= 43 Years!

Wit CelMtk4AL
3ANicAGOn

“Good neighbors you've come to trust”

1-800-246-7630

www.wcsanitation.com
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Business Elite

Channel Marine and Sports

Edina Realty — Rhonda Green

Egress Window Guy

Fast Graphix & Signs

Flexible Pipe Tool Company

InTune Marine

Kiess Oil Inc

Kiess Bros Shell — Bait, Liquor, Gas & More
Lake Friendly Lawn Care & Landscaping
Leafguard Gutters

Golden Pond Homes

Midway Auto Body

Mississippi Topsoils

Purple Poodle Parlor

Remax Results — Tim & Lynn Feldhege
Ruegemer’s Island View Resort
Shady’s Long Shots

Steil Insurance Services Inc

Voigt Johnson Realty — Tina Scepaniak
Wealthcare, Inc.

Weeds Up

Wenner Company/Wenner Gas Co, Inc
Westwind Woodworkers

Winter Recreation Technologies LLC
Business

American Legion Post 455

Aunt Kay’s Cabin — Linda Crippes
B-Smart

Blackbaud Giving Fund

Braun Excavating LLC

Brinky’s Liquor

Catholic United Financial — Dean Demarais
Chain of Lake Dental, PLLC - Dr. Shawn Spoden
City of Richmond

Cold Spring Family Dentist

Cold Spring Record

Cozy Corner Campground
Eagleview Sales & Consulting
Engler Construction

Fargo South Americlnn Hotel

Fetzer Industries/Conklin Products
Gilk Plumbing Heating & AC
Granite Community Bank

Haffley’s Bar

Horseshoe Shores Association
Jeddeloh & Snyder, PA

Just Down the Road

KAS Properties

Murphy Granite

New Adventures Golf Cars & Sports
Plantenberg Mkt Inc

Penninsula Shores

State Bank of Cold Spring

Wenner's Hardware — Richmond
West Central Sanitation

Wild About Birds

Your Haven Campground

Sewer Lines
* Demolition * Trenching

+ Lakeshore Fieldstone Rip-Rap
EXCAVATION OF ALL TYPES

"BRAUN
* EXGAVATING, LLG

MATERIAL HAULING
Fill = Dirt - Gravel
Rock -+ Granite * Etc.

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

Mobile 320-250-0044

New or Repair
Licensed & Bonded
State Certified

www.braunexcavatinglic.com
Doug Braun - Richmond
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by Matt Noska

Ficherieg Report

We are excited about the state of our
fishery here on the Sauk River Chain of
Lakes. We have been working closely
with our local Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources (MN DNR) representa-
tive Joe Stewig to ensure our fishery
remains healthy. Joe and his team contin-
ue to partner with us through lake surveys,
electro studies, and limit adjustments. We
are in our first year of the new bluegill 10
fish daily limit, and the feedback has been
very positive. We will continue to work

with Joe and his team to make sure that the
Sauk River Chain of Lakes remains the
best fishery in Stearns County. Below is a
detailed look at what the MN DNR has
done throughout 2021 here on the chain.

Sauk River Chain of Lakes (SRCL)

2021 Lake Survey Summary

In 2021, Sauk Rapids Area Fisheries
staff conducted lake surveys throughout
the SRCL. Sampling consisted of spring
targeted Bluegill/Black Crappie surveys
on Horseshoe and Cedar Island Lakes and

summer gill nets (all lakes). The Sauk
River Chain of Lakes are surveyed every
three years with gill nets and every six
years with trap nets and bass electrofish-
ing. This year was gill nets only and in
2024 the survey will consist of gill nets,
trap nets and bass electrofishing. Spring
targeted Bluegill/Black Crappie assess-
ments will be conducted every four to five
years, and Young-of-the-Year (YOY)
Walleye are sampled annually in October.

Sampling

Frequency (yrs)

Next Survey

Summer Gill Nets
Summer Trap Nets
Spring BLG/BLC

Spring LMB/SMB
Fall Walleye

3
6
6
4-5
annual

2024

A spring targeted Bluegill assessment
was conducted on Horseshoe and Cedar
Island Lakes from May 19 - 21, 2021
once water surface temperatures reached
60 F. Spring targeted Bluegill surveys tend
to be better representative of the overall

size structure as opposed to summer trap
net assessments. Sixteen trap nets were set
into each lake and checked daily. A total of
548 Bluegills were sampled from the two
lakes and ranged in length from 3.5 — 10
inches with an average length of 7.7 inch-

SRCL BLG L-F
-] 2018 2021 R
fes m S 2021
Avg.TL= 70° 77" .
E 20 { Max.TL= 100" 100
< %>6"= 86 98
E’ %>8"=
= 10
R
o -
3 35 4 45 5 55 6 65 7 75 8 85 9% 85 1
Length Groups (1/2-in)

Black Crappie continue to do well in
the Chain even though their numbers have
dropped significantly from what they were
in the 1980s and 90s. Spring sampling was
conducted simultaneously with the

Bluegill sampling in 2021 and sampled
346 crappies. Crappies ranged in length
from five (5) — 13 inches with an average
length of 9.3 inches. Ninety-one percent of
the crappies sampled were longer than

es. Ninety-eight percent of the Bluegills
caught were longer than six (6) inches and
43 percent were longer than eight (8) inch-
es!!! The Bluegill population remains
healthy in the SRCL.

Figure 1. Length frequency of Bluegill
collected during spring targeted sampling
on Cedar Island and Horseshoe Lakes
(2018 and 2021; lakes combined).

eight (8) and 30 percent were longer than
ten (10) inches. Most of the fish were
between eight (8) and nine (9) inches and
should provide good fishing over the next
few years.

Fisheries Report continued on page 16

AIR:NMAX.

REFRIGCERATION, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
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Fisheries Report continued from page 15
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Largemouth and Smallmouth Bass
were not sampled in 2021 but will be sam-
pled again in 2024. With that in mind here
is a summary from the 2018 spring bass
electrofishing. Two hundred and forty-two
Largemouth Bass were sampled in 2018
and ranged in length from six (6) — 20
inches with an average length of 11.6 inch-

es. Forty-two percent of the catch were
longer than 12 inches and 21 percent were
longer than 15 inches. While not as
numerous, we did sample 116 Smallmouth
Bass mostly out of Horseshoe and Cedar
Island lakes. Smallmouth Bass also ranged
in length from six (6) — 20 inches with an
average length of 13.6 inches. Seventy-

45 -
40
a5 1

Number (N)
wBHBRE

T - |

Largemouth Bass

10 11 12 13 314 15 18 17
Length Groups { 1-in)

N =240

Avg. TL=11.6"
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Smallmouth Bass

12 is 14 ais is ir is 19 20
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%=11"=75
N x1e" =52

Channel Catfish abundance continues
to decrease with a decreasing trend over
the last three surveys. The catch in 2021
(12.3/gill net) was the lowest since 2003;
however, the average size has increased.
Four hundred and thirty-two catfish were

Financial solutions
centered on you.

Central Minnesota
Credit Union’

~

MYCMCU.ORG

caught in 2021 ranging in length from
nine (9) — 29.1 inches with an average
size of 21 inches and three (3) pounds
compared to 20 inches and 2.7 pounds in
2018. Catfishing continues to be terrific
on the Chain during both the summer and

Figure 2. Length frequency of black crap-
pie collected during spring targeted sam-
pling on Cedar Island and Horseshoe
Lakes (2021).

five percent were longer than 11 inches
and 52 percent were longer than 14 inch-
es. The SRCL is a destination lake for
Largemouth and Smallmouth Bass anglers
Judging by the number of permitted bass
tournaments that are held there each vear.

Figure 3. Length frequency of
Largemouth Bass collected from the
SRCL via spring electrofishing 2018.

Figure 4. Length frequency of small-
mouth bass collected from the SRCL via
spring electrofishing 2018.

winter months, and the local conservation
officer has mentioned that he is seeing
many anglers taking advantage of the
increased bag limit that was put in place
in 2015.

Fisheries Report continued on page 17

Rod Gertken, Owner
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707 Main Street * Richmond, MN 56368

320-597-3456

Cell: 980-4471




|| SRCL Fall Newsletter Page 17 ||
Fisheries Report continued from page 16
David Neiman Sean Grefe
Channel Catfish cell 320-980-7480 cell 320-980-7452
0 274 Figure 5. Historical gill [
% 220 .
net catch rates of Channel
E:: s - 123 Catfish (lakes combined) NDRTE g'ﬂ.‘AR
®10 for the Sauk River Chain LANDSCAPING
5 . of Lakes (1995 — 2021).
’ 1985 2003 2013 2018 2021 For all your Commercial,
i Residential Seeding &
Channel Catfish Hydrosceding
80 - ’ pap—— . . o~ i e
¥ Figure 6. Length frequen- 19161 - 226th St. » Richmond, MN
= %}:‘?;‘:‘j;:‘; cy of Channel Catfish col- 320-597-2500
% s0 %> 24" n 11 lected from summer gill
E ‘0 netting on the SRCL
2% (2021). A0 | — =R
. @)
o-. 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 I -y, l I I(
Length Groups (1-in) —
— - -

Northern Pike have never been over-
abundant in the SRCL with catches
ranging from 2.7 — 7.0/gill net. The
catch in 2021 (4.9/gill net) was lower
than 2018 (7.0/gill net), but still within
the range of expected values for the
lake class. One hundred sixty-two pike
were sampled in 2021 and ranged in

length from 15 — 34 inches with an
average length and weight of 21.5
inches and 2.1 pounds. Sixty-three per-
cent of the pike caught were smaller
than 22 inches while nine percent were
longer than 26 inches and three percent
were longer than 30 inches.

N =182
Auvg. TL=21.5"
Max, TL =34 57

Northern Pike Figure 7. Historical gill
100 net catch rates of
oo i ey e e e | Northern Pike (lakes
70 i combined) for the Sauk
e as River Chain of Lakes
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for lakes similar to the
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30 oA ek e e Figure 8. Length frequen-

cy of Northern Pike col-
lected during the 2021 gill

Ry net survey. Black shaded
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| part of the North Central
i -858 Zone.
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Fisheries Report continued from page 17

The Walleye population in the
SRCL had been sustained through fry
stocking Horseshoe (275,000 -
675,000 fry) and Cedar Island
(755,000 — 1,355,000 fry) Lakes since
2001 and prior to that through finger-
ling stocking. The SRCL Association
has also done some supplemental
stocking as well (100,000 fry each
year we stock). However, in 2015 dur-
ing a routine fall young-of-year
(YOY)

Walleye assessment, we noticed
some Walleye that were too big (nine
(9) — 11 inches) to be YOY. Upon age-
ing a sub-sample of these fish. we ver-
ified that they were from the 2014-
year class a year in which we did not
stock Walleye. We have always

assumed that some natural reproduc-
tion of Walleye was occurring within
the Chain, but to what extent was
unknown. After 2015, we started con-
ducting annual fall YOY Walleye
assessments in order to document nat-
ural reproduction. Since 2015, we
have documented excellent natural
reproduction in 2016 (107 YOY/hr),
2018 (149 YOY/hr), 2019 (120
YOY/hr) and to a lesser degree 2020
(74 YOY/hr) many of these catches
rival the catches during stocked years.
For perspective, we consider anything
between 25 and 50 YOY/hr to be suc-
cessful. Another interesting thing we
observed during the 2018 gill net sur-
vey was that 52 percent of the Walleye
sampled were produced during non-

Walleye

5

1995
Survey Year

————————— E———

il
% |
- 13
0.0
2003 2013 2018

stocked years (2014- and 2016-year
classes).

That brings us to our 2021 gill net
survey. The catch in 2021 (5.3/net)
was the highest on record and slightly
higher than 2018 (4.6/net). One hun-
dred eighty-three Walleye were sam-
pled and ranged in length from nine
(9) — 27 inches with an average length
and weight of 16 inches and 1.5
pounds. Fifty-nine percent of the
Walleye caught were longer than 15
inches and 12 percent were longer than
20 inches. Walleyes from the survey
have not been aged yet, but it is safe to
say that a majority if not all will be
related back to naturally reproduced
years!!!

53
2021

Figure 9. Historical gill net catch rates of Walleye (lakes

910111213 14151617 181920 21 22 23 24 25 26

Walleye
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combined) for the Sauk River Chain of Lakes (1995 -

2021). Dashed lines indicate the upper and lower level of
what we would expect to see for lakes similar to the Sauk

Chain.

To build on what we’ve observed
during our fall YOY Walleye shocking
(2015 — present) and our 2018 and
2021 gill net surveys, we have put a
hold on all Walleye stocking and have
ramped up our sampling effort on the
SRCL to every three years to better
monitor Walleye recruitment. We also
will continue to monitor Walleye natu-
ral reproduction through annual fall
electrofishing and plan any future
stocking accordingly. Stocking is not
off the table, but naturally reproduced
fish typically have a genetic advantage
over stocked fish. Therefore, if we get
two (2) consecutive years where we
collect < 25 YOY/hr during fall elec-
trofishing then we will fry stock the
following year.

The SRCL was designated for

Muskellunge Management in 2011
and in May 2011, 132 adult Muskies
were stocked into Cedar Island Lake in
order to jump start the population. We
followed that up with 1.030 fingerling
(nine (9) — 14 inches) stocked in
October 2011. Since then, 1,030
Muskellunge fingerlings are stocked
every other year. In 2013, we started
tagging the fingerling Muskies with
passive integrated transponder (PIT)
tags in order to monitor growth infor-
mation over time. As far as population
assessments go, Muskellunge general-
ly take six to seven years to recruit to
our sampling gear so our first attempt
to assess the Muskie population will
not likely take place until 2025, Even
then we would only have approximate-
ly 5,000 fish roaming the SRCL that is

Figure 10. Length frequency of Walleye collected during
the 2021 gill net survey.

if they all survived. © We have heard
of anglers catching a few, but we
would love to hear about your catch or
if you would be willing to share your
photos for our files that would be
great.

Send photos to: Joe Stewig - Area
Fisheries Manager

Sauk Rapid Area Fisheries Office

1035 South Benton Drive

Ph: 320-223-7867; Email:
joe.stewig@state.mn.us
And  Ann  Warling, SRCL

Administrative Assistant at ann.war-
ling@gmail.com for posting on the
SRCL Website.

Happy Angling!!!
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CRCL Board Member Contact Information

Board Member

Role/Committee

Phone

Email

John Rocky

President

320-493-7992

rockyjohnmn@gmail.com

Matt Noska

Vice President/Fisheries

763-913-5654

noska76@aol.com

Charlie Montreuil

Treasurer

612-8819-1331

cfraven@aol.com

Ann Warling

Administration

218-821-1031

ann.warling@gmail.com

Keely Frakes-Rau

Gambling Manager

320-290-5111

tkrau@meltel.net

Karla Smetana

Gambling Volunteers

320-492-6244

admin@flexiblepipetoolco.com

Aaron Schwartz

Water Quality

320-309-1492

aarschwartz@gmail.com

Susan Antolak

Marketing/Public Relations

320-597-4864

susan.antolak@roberthalf.com

Troy Atkinson

Land Use/Rock Buoys

320-492-7041

troy@pierceinsurance.com

Steve Weeres

ILIDS

612-229-3941

steveSRCLB@gmail.com

Brad Matuska

Aquatic Invasive Species

brad@mississippitopsoils.com

David Hinson

Aquatic Invasive Species

651-808-1083

davidhinson@outlook.com

Matt Pelant

Aquatic Invasive Species

320-260-8995

mdpelant@icloud.com

Sauk River Chain of Lakes, Tuc. | oo |
P.0. BOX 369 - RICHMOND, MINNESOTA 56368 el
)
nu Permit No. 1

SAUK RIVER

CHAIN OF LAKES

ASSOCIA I ON

“Stewards of the
Sauk River Chain of Lakes”



