
 

 

Sauk River Chain of Lakes Association 
Board Meeting 

December 21st, 2021 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
Zoom Meeting 

 
Call to Order – John Rocky, President 
 Presence: Matt Noska, Sue Antolak, Brad Matuska, Aaron Schwartz, Dave Hinson, Karla Smetana, Admin: Ann Warling, 

   Gambling Manager: Keely Frakes-Rau 
Absent: Troy Atkinson, Charlie Montreuil, Matt Pelant, Steve Weeres 

 
Review of past Minutes – John Rocky 

• November Board Minutes Approved via Email – Ann Warling 
 
Gambling Manager Report - Karla Smetana 

• Matt Noska thanked Keely Frakes-Rau for her support and guidance offered to the Koronis Lake Association while setting up 
their charitable gambling at Shady’s in Paynesville. 

• Aaron Schwartz made a motion to approve the amended November LG1004 Monthly Gambling Report to reflect a payment 
to the Internal Revenue Service. – Seconded by Sue Antolak. Approved. 

• Reviewed the Gambling Monthly Tax Return.  
• See attached LG1004 Monthly Gambling Report to members. 
• Due to projected expenses, there will be no December donation to Sauk River Chain of Lakes Association (SRCLA). 
• Karla Smetana made a motion to approve the monthly gambling report and proposed gambling expenses. – Seconded by Sue 

Antolak. Approved. 
• John Rocky will reach out to Mandy Fladmark, Shady’s Long Shot, to check on lake access for ice fisherman and report back 

to the SRCLA Board. 
• Karla Smetana will check on operating the Meat Raffle at Shady’s Long Shot on New Year’s Eve, December 31st, 2021. 
• Karla Smetana is exploring gambling (off-site) options available during Shady’s Long Shot’s Curling Tournament on 

Schneider Lake February 4-6th. 
 
Financial Report – Charlie Montreuil/John Rocky 

• December financial report showed $143,195.89. 
• December Profit and Loss Report needs to be updated to reflect detailed information regarding specific checks being 

deposited (in detail the Concert for a Cause donation check). – John Rocky requested that financials be updated and approved 
via email before the end of the year.  

• Proposed budget will continue to be worked on with further discussion and approval at the January Board Meeting. 
Committees should send 2022 projected budget needs to Charlie Montreuil. 

 
Administration Report – John Rocky 

• 2022 (1982 -2022) is the 40th anniversary of SRCLA.  
o Matt Noska proposed designing the 2022 membership decals to highlight the 40th anniversary. Review design ideas 

at the January board meeting. 
o Other ideas shared include (in-person) SRCLA June Membership Meeting 40th Anniversary Celebration. 
o Presence celebrating SRCLA 40th Anniversary at both the Richmond River Lakes Days and Cold Spring Hometown 

Days community events. 
o Susan Antolak will put ideas (including special 40th anniversary SRCLA apparel) together to celebrate/promote the 

SRCLA 40th Anniversary for review at the January board meeting. John Rocky requested the list of ideas sent to 
Ann Warling. 

 
Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Committee Report – Brad Matuska/Dave Hinson/Matt Pelant 

• AIS subcommittee met with Dan McEwen, Limnopro Aquatic Service, Inc. to assess the areas of concern to treat and survey 
for curlyleaf pondweed. A proposed plan will be presented for approval at the January SRCLA Board Meeting. 

• Brad Matuska will work with the Stearns County Aquatic Invasive Species Committee regarding the Hybrid Milfoil area. An 
approach will be proposed at the January SRCLA Board Meeting for board approval. 

 
Fisheries Committee Report - Matt Noska 

• No Report 
 



 

 

I-LIDS Report – Steve Weeres 
• No Report 

 
Land Use Committee Report – Troy Atkinson  

• John Rocky has a current list and map of Vacation House Rentals (VHR) located the Sauk River Chain of Lakes. 
o Stearns County required a special permit and has regulations in place governing VHRs. 
o Troy Atkinson will draft a SRCLA Board Response that can be shared when board members are approached 

regarding VHRs. 
 

Marketing/Public Relations Committee Report – Susan Antolak 
• David, Steve, and Karla’s SRCLA Logo Apparel was delivered to them. Some items were not available, so will look at 

adding some items with new option. 
• Susan Antolak will work on special 40th Anniversary apparel for approval by board. 

• Susan Antolak continues to work with realtors through the SRCLA Realtor Program to connect with new lake home owners. 
• Minuteman Press will print 500 SRCLA member tri-fold brochures for $300. 

• Board members suggested that the brochure include: 
• quick three minutes to know who the SRCLA is and what it’s all about, 
• bullet point may work the best, 
• new mission statement, 
• website address,  
• projects currently being worked on, 
• maps of the lakes (magnitude of size over 14 miles) 
• NO AIS pictures 
• highlight charitable gambling, 
• why partner with SRCLA, 
• facts tell and benefits sell. 

• Susan Antolak will have a mock brochure ready for review at the January SRCLA Board Meeting.  
• Susan Antolak will provide Charlie Montreuil proposed 2022 Marketing/Public Relations budget items. 

 
Water Quality Committee Report - Aaron Schwartz 

• Allison Lightfoot, Sauk River Watershed District Monitoring Coordinator, is analyzing the 2021 water quality data collected 
and drafting a water quality report. 

• Aaron Schwartz requests photographs of the Chain of Lakes to be included in the 2021 water quality report - email or text 
photographs to him. 

 
Old Business 

• John Rocky shared historical SRCLA membership involvement. 
o Matt Noska made a motion to focus on promoting the 40th anniversary celebration while keeping the membership fee 

levels the same as 2021. – Seconded by Karla Smetana. Approved. 
o Susan Antolak encouraged the board to explore ways to educate lake home owners and surrounding communities 

about who and what the SRCLA does. We need to seek more engaged and involved supporters/members. 
• Brad Matuska and Ann Warling, representing SRCLA, attended Community Giving Donor Appreciation Event on December  
• Stearns County Long Lake Association will nominate Gene Krebs for the SRCLA board member election in June 2022. 

 
New Business 

• John Rocky will email both the hi- and lo-resolution digital file of the Chain of Lakes map to SRCLA Board Members. The 
map can be provided to SRCLA Members upon request but will not be posted on the SRCLA Website. 

 
Adjourn 

• Matt Noska made a motion to adjourn the December 21st, 2021, SRCLA Board Meeting. – Seconded by Karla Smetana. 
Approved. 

 
For the Good of the Association – Meeting Schedule 

• Tuesday, January 18th at 6:30 pm – Virtual (Zoom) Meeting 
• Tuesday, February 15th at 6:30 pm – Virtual (Zoom) Meeting 
• Tuesday, March 15th at 6:30 pm – Virtual (Zoom) Meeting 



 

 

November 16,2021 MTG 
 
APPROVAL: ALLOWABLE EXPENSES – Oct. numbers 
Central Gaming  pulltab dispenser  0-$270.00  $  261.44 
B-SMART   monthly reports  0-$750.00  $  750.00 
Triple Crown  games –   0-$4000  $  506.71 

etabs       $4501.40  
Pilot Games   etabs    0-$250  $  712.51 
Shady’s Longshots  rent    0-$3000  $2080.22 
Teals    raffle prizes  0-1500  $ 855.00 
 
 
PREAPPROVAL: LAWFUL PURPOSE EXPENDITURES 
MN Dept of Rev  gambling tax  A-8   $ 1795.00 
Sauk River Chain  donation   A-1                        $10,000.00 
IRS    990T tax   A-8   $ 1718.22 
  
 

December 21,2021 MTG 
 
APPROVAL: ALLOWABLE EXPENSES – Nov. numbers 
Central Gaming  pulltab dispenser  0-$270.00  $  261.44 
B-SMART   monthly reports  0-$750.00  $  750.00 
Triple Crown  games –   0-$4000  $  626.84 

etabs       $5407.38  
Pilot Games   etabs    0-$250  $  328.74 
Shady’s Longshots  rent    0-$3000  $2485.53 
Teals    raffle prizes  0-1500  $ 1140.00 
 
 
PREAPPROVAL: LAWFUL PURPOSE EXPENDITURES 
MN Dept of Rev  gambling tax  A-8   $ 555.00 
Sauk River Chain  donation   A-1                        $ 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 


