
 

 

Sauk River Chain of Lakes Association 

Board Meeting AGENDA 

November 16th, 2021 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
Zoom Meeting 

 
Call to Order – John Rocky, President 

 Present: Matt Noska, Charlie Montreuil, Brad Matuska, Troy Atkinson, Dave Hinson, Steve Weeres, Karla Smetana,  

Admin: Ann Warling, Gambling Manager: Keely Frakes-Rau 

Absent: Aaron Schwartz, Sue Antolak, Matt Pelant 
 

Review of Past Minutes – John Rocky 

• September Board Minutes Approved via Email – Ann Warling 
 

Gambling Manager Report - Karla Smetana 

• Reviewed the Gambling Monthly Tax Return. 

• See attached LG1004 Monthly Gambling Report to Members. 

• Charlie Montreuil made a motion to approve the monthly gambling report, proposed gambling expenses, and the transfer of 

a $10,000 donation transferred to the Sauk River Chain of Lakes Association (SRCLA)  – Seconded by Steve Weeres. 

Approved. 

• Keely Frakes-Rau is assisting the Koronis Lake Association as they set up gambling efforts at the new Shady’s location in 

Paynesville. 

• Karla Smetana indicated that bingo volunteers are set until the end of November. However, additional volunteers are still 

needed for the meat raffle in the month of November. 
 

Financial Report – Charlie Montreuil 

• November financial report showed $122,602.48. – John Rocky made a motion to approve the November Profit & Loss, 

Balance Sheet, and Check Register – Seconded by Karla Smetana. Approved. 

• Charlie Montreuil asked that each committee chairperson prepares estimates for budgetary needs for 2022 with the goal to 

have the working budget document in place before the end of the year. 
 

Administration Report – John Rocky 

• The 2021 Fall newsletter was printed in full color at an additional $600 cost. The success of advertising sales for the 

newsletter allowed all printing costs and part of the mailing postage covered by the dollars collected. 
 

Aquatic Invasive Species Committee Report – Brad Matuska/Dave Hinson/Matt Pelant 

• LimnoPro Aquatic Services, Inc. conducted a survey in October that identified a hybrid milfoil (a offspring of Eurasian 

milfoil and Northern milfoil) and Eurasian milfoil in Horseshoe Lake. Emergency funds of approximately $2,500 were 

requested from the Stearns County Aquatic Invasive Species Committee. 

• A grant has been submitted to the Stearns County Aquatic Invasive Species Committee for further assessment (genetic 

testing) and management of the hybrid milfoil and Eurasian milfoil locations. The data collected will assist in identifying the 

best course of treatment. 

• The subcommittee (Brad Matuska, John Rocky, Aaron Schwartz, David Hinson, and Troy Atkinson) will meet to explore and 

plan SRCLA’s efforts for 2022 before the December SRCLA Board Meeting.  

 

Fisheries Committee Report - Matt Noska 

• Based on the Fisheries Report received from Joe Stewig, Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, Matt Noska will 

explore the opportunity to stock fish in 2022. 

• John Rocky sent an email to Joe Stewig thanking him for his dedication, commitment, and support of the Sauk River Chain 

of Lakes.  

 

I-LIDS Report – Steve Weeres 

• All four I-LIDS are winterized and placed into storage. 

• Steve Weeres will explore adjusting sensitivity of the I-LIDS magnetic sensors for next year to eliminate false positives in 

reporting the use of the boat launches. 

• Eric Lindberg, Environmental Sentry Protection, LLC, will have an I-LIDS Report by December 1st.  
 

Land Use Committee Report – Troy Atkinson  

• No update. 
 



 

 

Marketing/Public Relations Committee Report – Susan Antolak 

• John Rocky will be requesting an update on all marketing committee efforts.  
• SRCL Logo Apparel Opens October 16th to November 16th 

o Explore Other Options – ie; Promotional Resources- St. Joe 
• Create a new SRCL Informational Brochure 

• Update Amazon Smiles/Teals & Plattenberg’s Receipts Reimbursement 
 

Water Quality Committee Report - Aaron Schwartz 

• The 2021 Water Quality Report should be available in the first few months of 2022. 
 

Old Business 

• A letter of response will be sent to the Stearns County Long Lake Association. 

• John Rocky made a motion accept the new SRCLA Mission/Vision/Mantra Statements – Seconded by Troy Atkinson. 

Approved. 

o VISION: To be a passionate group of volunteers that strive to be good stewards of the Sauk River Chain of Lakes by 

working with all of its stakeholders to preserve and protect water quality, wildlife, and lake life while also 

promoting improvements through learning, education, and assistance 

o MISSION: The Sauk River Chain of Lakes Association (SRCLA) is a registered non-profit that operates in Stearns 

County, Minnesota and is funded by membership dues, grants, and charitable gambling. It is a purpose driven 

organization that is made up of working volunteers whose goal is to work with all stakeholders to preserve and 

protect the Sauk River Chain of Lakes (SRCL). The stakeholders include but are not limited to property owners, 

visitors, and local businesses as well as local and state governmental units. The SRCLA strives to preserve and 

protect the SRCL by being an educational resource while also implementing projects like water quality monitoring 

and improvement, aquatic invasive species monitoring and control, and fisheries monitoring as well as shoreland use 

and safety initiatives. The SRCLA is committed to continuously monitoring new research and technologies and 

endeavors to utilize innovations whenever appropriate. In addition, the SRCLA is committed to financial soundness 

and transparency through attentive budgeting and regular communications with stakeholders via newsletters and an 

active website (srcl.org). Most importantly, volunteerism is key to the success of the SRCLA as it continues to foster 

a sustainable future for the SRCL for generations to come. 

o MANTRA: Stewards of the Sauk River Chain of Lakes. 

• Analyze/Discuss Possible Membership Fee Changes is tabled until the December SRCLA Board Meeting. 

o Prepare SRCL Membership Giving History Report – John Rocky 

o Design/Order 2022 Decals – Matt Noska 

o Discussion regarding ideas to encourage SRCLA membership included: 

▪ Sending a mid-summer postcard updating SRCLA activities. 

▪ Develop an outreach program to connect with summer campers and non-lake homeowners. 

▪ Link the SRCLA Facebook page to membership form. 

▪ Explore the possibility and costs of sending the SRCLA newsletters to everyone in the 56320 and 56368 

zip codes. 

▪ Design and print a new SRCLA brochure that can be placed in restaurants, motels, camping areas, rental 

services, boats dealers, etc. 

• David Hinson will explore opportunities to upgrade the private bridge owned by Anna Mae and Edward Willenbring. 

• The SRCLA received an $8,067 donation check from the Community Giving Concert for a Cause event. 
 

Adjourn 
• Brad Matuska made a motion to adjourn the November 16th, 2021, SRCLA Board Meeting – Seconded by Steve Weeres. 

Approved. 
 

For the Good of the Association – Meeting Schedule 
• Tuesday, December 21st at 6:30 pm - Virtual (Zoom) Meeting 

• Tuesday, January 18th at 6:30 pm - Virtual (Zoom) Meeting 

• Tuesday, February 15th at 6:30 pm - Virtual (Zoom) Meeting 

 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 


