
 

 

Sauk River Chain of Lakes Association 
Board AGENDA 

January 18th, 2022 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
Zoom Meeting 

 
Call to Order – John Rocky, President 
 Present: Matt Noska, Sue Antolak, Brad Matuska, Dave Hinson, Troy Atkinson, Charlie Montreuil, Steve Weeres,  

   Admin: Ann Warling, Gambling Manager: Keely Frakes-Rau 
Absent: Karla Smetana, Matt Pelant, Aaron Schwartz 

 
Review of past Minutes – John Rocky 

• December Board Minutes Approved via Email – Ann Warling 
 
Gambling Manager Report - Karla Smetana 

• Reviewed the Gambling Monthly Tax Return.  
• See attached LG1004 Monthly Gambling Report to members. 
• Due to projected expenses, there will be no January donation to Sauk River Chain of Lakes Association (SRCLA). 
• Troy Atkinson made a motion to approve the monthly gambling report and proposed gambling expenses including the $100 

bond for the gambling manager, Keely Frakes-Rau.. – Seconded by Charlie Montreuil. Approved. 
• John Rocky gave an update on Bingo/Meat Raffle. Karla Smetana, gambling volunteer coordinator, is doing a fabulous job. 

John Rocky is going to reach out to see if she has any concerns. 
 

Financial Report – Charlie Montreuil 
• Approval of the November and December Financials is pending the development of detailed income subcategories of 

charitable donations and grants. 
• Work continues on the 2022 SRCLA Budget Development with End of Year Actual Comparison. 
• John Rocky and Charlie Montreuil will meet with Dan Schleper, CPA, to begin preparation of the long tax form for the 

SRCLA. 
• Troy Atkinson made a motion to move $50,000 from SRCLA checking account into the SRCLA savings account. – Seconded 

by Susan Antolak. Approved 
 
Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Committee Report – Brad Matuska/Dave Hinson/Matt Pelant 

• The AIS Subcommittee met on November 30th to review and plan the 2022 strategy to address the hybrid milfoil, curly leaf 
pondweed, and other AIS concerns. 

• The AIS Subcommittee will approve a budget for the coming year and forward to Charlie Montreuil for inclusion in the 2022 
SRCLA Budget. 

• The Stearns County Aquatic Invasive Species Committee awarded SRCLA $17,097.91 to treat hybrid milfoil. 
• SRCLA may need to do a point intercept survey to further determine the extent of the hybrid milfoil, which is more invasive 

and resistant. 
• The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) AIS grants are open for submission. Brad Matuska will review the parameters 

to determine the benefit versus cost and if it makes sense to apply for the grants. 
o Brad Matuska reached out the DNR and they clarified that if we create curly leaf pondweed on our own (without 

their grant) we would not have to complete a survey. However, if we use a DNR grant, we have to do a survey. The 
grant award limit is $1,500 per lake (when treating under 10 acres) and will not cover the cost of the survey. 

o Via email, Brad Matuska makes a motion to not apply for the DNR Invasive Species Program grant. – Seconded by 
Matt Noska. Approved. 

• Brad Matuska will reach out to Jenny Evens, Stearns County Long Lake Association, to share the information regarding the 
DNR AIS grant process. 

• Flowering Rush, an aggressive species that takes over the shoreline, was discovered up-river near Melrose. Brad Matuska 
will closely monitor the efforts of the DNR, Stearns County Aquatic Invasive Species Committee, Sauk River Watershed 
District, and Stearns County Parks and Recreation Commission. 

• Weeds Up, weed harvester, is ready for the 2022 season. 
 
Fisheries Committee Report - Matt Noska 

• During the month of January, Matt Noska will reach out to Joe Stewig, DNR, to discuss reducing the Crappie limit to match 
the current Sunfish limit. 



 

 

• Included in the discussion with Joe Stewig, DNR, will be an exploration of the possibilities and options regarding stocking of 
walleye in the Chain of Lakes this season. 

• Shady’s Long Shots is allowing ice fishermen access to Schneider Lake. 
 
I-LIDS Report – Steve Weeres 

• Steve Weeres attended the Stearns County AIS Grant Application approval process – all submitted proposals were approved.  
• SRCLA received a $3,880 grant from the Stearns County AIS Committee to help in operating the SRCLA’s four I-LIDS. 
• Eric Lindberg, Environmental Sentry Protection, LLC, have provided four years of I-LIDS data. Steve Weeres will review 

the data and compile trends regarding boat launches.  
• Eric Lindberg, Environmental Sentry Protection, LLC, is working on preparing the SRCLA 2021 I-LIDS Report. 

 
Land Use Committee Report – Troy Atkinson  

• Troy Atkinson drafted a SRCLA letter in response to the vacation home rental (VHR) concerns. The letter is attached and 
will be placed on the SRCLA website. 

• Munson Township has put a moratorium on VHRs. Townships are required to follow the rules set up by the county for VHRs 
but can adopt tighter guidelines for VHRs operation. 
 

Marketing/Public Relations Committee Report – Susan Antolak 
• Susan Antolak is working with Kurt Schackman, Promotional Resources, to design SRCLA 40th Anniversary apparel (for 

approval at the February SRCLA Board Meeting) and set up an online apparel store that will be continuously open for 
shopping. The SRCLA will be able to highlight the 40th Anniversary and seasonal specific apparel. 

• 40th Anniversary SRCLA Picnic and Membership Meeting will be planned for the second or third Saturday in June. 
Availability to host the picnic will be verified at either the Richmond or Cold Spring Lion’s Park.  

• Brad Matuska will reach out to the Muffin Man to provide entertainment during the SRCLA 40th Anniversary 
Celebration. 

• Shady’s Long Shot will be considered for catering the SRCLA 40th Anniversary Celebration. 
• Create a unique hashtag for the 40th Anniversary SRCLA celebration. 
• Create a strong presence on social media through regular posts and possibly a video message from John Rocky 

talking about where the lake association was 40 years ago.  
• Promote the anniversary celebration through the both St. Cloud Times and Cold Spring Record newspapers. 

• Work continues on the SRCLA’s Informational Brochure for board review. 
• Minuteman Press will print 500 SRCLA member tri-fold brochures for $300. 

• Board members suggested that the brochure include: 
• quick three minutes to know who the SRCLA is and what it’s all about, 
• bullet point may work the best, 
• new mission statement, 
• website address,  
• projects currently being worked on, 
• maps of the lakes (magnitude of size over 14 miles) 
• NO AIS pictures 
• highlight charitable gambling, 
• why partner with SRCLA, 
• facts tell and benefits sell. 

• SRCLA will sponsor both the Rockin’ River Lakes Days and Cold Spring Hometown Pride Days. Will explore the possibility 
of being in involved in the two grand parades and boat parade. 

• Susan Antolak will provide Charlie Montreuil proposed 2022 Marketing/Public Relations budget items. 
 

Water Quality Committee Report - Aaron Schwartz 
• No Report 

 
Old Business 

• Matt Noska will work with the graphic artist to design the 40th Anniversary 2022 Membership Decals and will have the 
design ready for review and approval at the February SRCLA Board Meeting. 
 

New Business 
• Work on the Spring newsletter will be further discussed during the February and March Board meetings. Stories for the 

newsletter will be due the first week of April with the newsletter being mailed out in May.  
 



 

 

Adjourn 
• Troy Atkinson made a motion to adjourn the January 18th, 2022, SRCLA Board Meeting. – Seconded by Charlie Montreuil. 

Approved. 
 
For the Good of the Association – Meeting Schedule  

• Tuesday, February 15th at 6:30 pm – Virtual (Zoom) Meeting 	
• Tuesday, March 15th at 6:30 pm – Virtual (Zoom) Meeting	
• Tuesday, April 19th at 6:30 pm – Virtual (Zoom) Meeting 	

 

	

JANUARY 18,2022 MTG 

 

APPROVAL: ALLOWABLE EXPENSES – DEC. numbers 

Central Gaming  pulltab dispenser  0-$270.00  $  261.44 

B-SMART   monthly reports  0-$750.00  $  750.00 

Triple Crown  games –   0-$4000  $  149.42 

etabs       $  779.69  

Pilot Games   etabs    0-$250  $  156.07 

Shady’s Longshots  rent    0-$3000  $  370.54 

Teals    raffle prizes  0-1500  $1140.00 

 

 

PREAPPROVAL: LAWFUL PURPOSE EXPENDITURES 

MN Dept of Rev  gambling tax  A-8   $ 2287.00 

Sauk River Chain  donation   A-1                        $ 

  



 

 

	



 

 

	
	



 

 

	
	



 

 

	
	

	
	



 

 

	
	



 

 

	
	



 

 

	
	



 

 

	


